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Traversing the Tunnels: A Glimpse into PC's Past

by Valerie Ferdon '12

News Editor
Campus Places

Beneath the cluster of
lower campus buildings
that Providence College
purchased from the Charles
V. Chapin Hospital is a
series
at
underground
tunnels Student traipsing
arour.o titese corridors is
strict!' prohibited. The Cowl,
however, was able to attain
an exclusive tour and history
lesson with Mark Rapoza,
assistant vice president ofFacilities Planning.

upon
entering
the
tunnels through the rear of the
Service building, Rapoza explained that
they served an important medical purpose
during the years of hospital operation. Charles

V. Chapin Hospital,
originally named Providence City Hospital, was built solely
for patients suffering from communicable diseases - highly
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Surviving the Weekend
by Jordan Frias '11
Asst. News Editor

Campus News

BILLY NAWROCKI ’12/THE COWL

In a slightly humorous delivery, River Hutson shared her alcohol abuse and rape experiences with
Providence College students.
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Drinking is a common activity for
Providence College students on the
weekends. While some choose to drink
for pure entertainment, others choose
to abstain from drinking alcohol, which
is something River Hutson encourages.
Hutson, who describes herself as a painter,
poet, comedian, and author was featured
on Good Morning America, Showtime, and
CNN was invited to give a presentation
on alcoholism by the Office of Residence
Life at Providence College. Her talk,
entitled "Surviving the Weekend,"
centered on her own personal experience
with alcohol and sexual assault.
Hutson opened her presentation
by saying, "We're here tonight to talk
about alcohol, drinking, and drinking
responsibly."
She then asked her audience what
an alcoholic is and answered her

own question with the statement "I
am [one]."
Huston is a recovering alcoholic
who has been sober for 25 years. After
announcing the success of her sobriety,
she jokingly told the audience, "I'm
going to talk to you about alcoholism.
I'm sure I've got a few of you in here."
She explained that alcoholism for
many is a term that is hard to define
and referenced a Web site that one
can visit to find out if they are an
alcoholic. The Web site can be found
by typing in "am I an alcoholic AMA"
in a Google search engine. Huston
defines alcoholism as something that is
"physical:" "It's a physical reaction to
putting alcohol into your system and
you cannot control it," Hutson said.
"If you find yourself making
deals and trying to control alcohol
consumption," Hutson said, "[It]
makes your life unmanageable."
Hutson's motivational
message
throughout her presentation was
simple: lower your risks of getting
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Appreciating Our Campus History
This week, The Cowl started a journalistic survey of
our campus. We had the opportunity to explore the
tunnels that snake their way through lower campus and
learn about their history along the way. The best part of
this experience was realizing just how much history this
campus holds.
As students, we spend a lot of our day walking around
campus, to and from class, work, extracurriculars, and
meals. We find ourselves lost in conversation, or with our
heads down, checking our emails and texting our friends,
but how many of us actually look around and appreciate
all that our campus has to offer? Even in the dead of
winter, there is much to see in the architecture of our old
buildings. Moreover, it is interesting to find out about why
they were designed that way, and the effect that those who
came before us had.
With this endeavor, we intend to take a closer look
at those buildings and places on campus that are often
overlooked. The tunnels seemed like an obvious place to
start because of an interesting mix of myth and history,
but did you know that there are also tunnels on upper
campus? Or why Harkins is where it is, with one single
door in the back? Perhaps you think that Fr. Shanley has
an in-ground swimming pool behind those fences in
his backyard? (He doesn't.) While even we find it fun to
speculate, finding out the real reasons why things are the
way they are can prove to be just as exciting. We hope to
give you an in-depth look at the campus that you might
have happened to miss on your Friars' Club tour.
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Showers
7:00 p.m.

Happy Belated
Valentine's Day
Coffeehouse/
Open Mic
Night, Chapel
Basement

Partly
Cloudy
2:00 p.m.

Improv Comedy
Workshop with
Amanda Davis,
Bowab Studio
Theatre

Sunny
1:00 p.m.

Snow
Showers
President's Day

PC Women's
Ice Hockey
vs. Vermont,
Schneider Arena

7:00 p.m. PC
8:00 p.m. Irish

Night, McPhail's
10:00 p.m.

Men's Hockey
vs. Boston
University,
Schneider Arena

Open Mic Night,
Aquinas Lounge

Letter Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 7 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Snow
Showers

36°

17°

Mostly
Sunny

32°

18°

Mostly 35°
Cloudy 26°

7:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m. Group

4:00 p.m. Group

PC Women's
Basketball vs.
Marquette,
Mullaney Gym

Fitness, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

Fitness, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. Sex,
Women, and
the Priesthood,
Feinstein 400

No Classes

Appreciating
Black Art, '64 Hall

7:00 p.m.

Birthday Bash
Coffeehouse,
McPhail's

9:30 p.m. Group

7:30 p.m. Eating

Disorders Panel,
Aquinas Lounge

Fitness, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

8:00 p.m. Yoga

Fitness Class,
Peterson Group
Fitness Studio

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that thefacts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subscriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Congress Passes Legislation on Course Exams
Policy Would Allow Only Three Out of Class Exams; Designated Time Frame
by Christine Rousselle '13
News Staff

Student Congress

Student Congress could possibly
be undergoing major changes in the
roles of active and passive members.
At their last meeting on Tuesday, Feb.
15, Maggie Cadigan '11 presented
Congress with a slide show expressing
the opinions of active and passive
members of Student Congress. This
presentation specifically addressed
whether BMSA and BOP should be
active members or not.
Some of the opinions presented defined
active members of Student Congress as
members that are voted in directly by the
people that they represent; they gather
perspectives, learn the viewpoints of the
people they represent, and are the most
accountable for the decisions that are
made by the Congress. Alternatively,
passive members are thought to be those
with more specific roles that are able to
speak at meetings; they are not voted into
their position, but are rather picked for
the position based on their skills.
Some Congress members argued
against giving passive members votes
due to their fears of nepotism and the
fact that these members were not voted
in by the student body. Also, issues of
redundancy were raised since students
who belong to BMSA clubs are already
represented in Student Congress by their
class officers, essentially giving them
two votes with the BMSA representative
voting. Additional questions were raised
as to why BOP and BMSA are present at
Congress meetings, since they are viewed
as student groups just like any other who
receive the most money.

Arguments in favor of allowing
passive members votes are that passive
members may know more specific
things about an issue, that everyone
has a viewpoint and that "the more
votes, the better."
The issue was merely presented this
past meeting and additional discussion
and possible policy changes will take
place in the future.
Congress recommended making a
policy regarding out of class exams. The
resolution presented by the Congress
presented a policy limiting the number
of out of class exams to three per class,
and also limited the times when the
exams can take place. Any information
regarding out of class exams would
be placed on the course description
on Cyberfriar. This legislation was
proposed in response to numerous
complaints about out of class exams,
and was passed on a vote of 37 to two.
After
passing
the
legislation
regarding out of class exams, attention
was turned to a resolution regarding
the creation of an Ad hoc committee
to study the practice of outsourcing
labor, particularly the janitorial staff
of the College. The primary purpose
of the committee would be to report
findings back to the school in search of
an alternative solution.
A member of Congress questioned
the ability of a club of this nature to
remain neutral on the issue, as labor
issues are a political issue. She stressed
that the Congress was to remain a non
partisan group. Concerns were raised
as to the cost of "insourced" labor and
the effect it would have on tuition rates.
Questions also arose about the wording
of the resolution, which was then
amended to better address the intent
and creation of the committee. The
resolution was then tabled.

New legislation introduced dealt
with PC Prints and its impact on clubs
and organizations. The resolution
proposed giving each club and
organization an allotment of PC Prints
money to provide for the printing
needs of the club. The legislation
was deliberately kept vague, as more
research has to be done in order to
determine how much money would be
allotted to each club. It was suggested
that clubs would be given a guest pass
preloaded with their PC Prints money
for the semester, and that the amount
of PC Prints money would be allocated

similar to how money is normally
allocated to each club each semester.
Concerns were raised by members
of Congress about the exploitation of
the system for personal use, but it was
pointed out that eventually the person
would have to pay for printing money
if they would like flyers for their club's
events. Other concerns were raised
about clubs dominating the use of the
printers, as they have in years past.
Congress also pointed out that this
is a relatively inexpensive program,
costing only about $2,000 if each club is
allotted 30 dollars in PC Prints money.

This Week In Congress
Legislation Passed
Legislation passed by Congress will be presented to Administration for
furthur review

-Out of Class Exams: Congress members passed legislation that would
recommend guidelines for giving exams outside of class.

Legislation Tabled
Legislation Congress will review furthur before passing

-Ad Hoc Committee: Congress members tabled legislation that would
implement a committee to research insourcing versus outsourcing
labor at Providence College.
Recommendations Discussed
Congress members presented recommendations to be voted on at next
weeks' meeting.

-PC Prints Club Allotment: Congress discussed alloting PC Prints money
for clubs and organizations for their printing needs.

Professors Offer Three Views of Middle East Situation
by Kaitlyn Monast '13
Asst. News Editor

Campus News
With much of the world's attention
on Egypt and Tunisia's protests,
the Department of Political Science,
Department of History, and the
Middle Eastern Student Association
at Providence College hosted a panel
discussion about the events occurring
in the Middle East.
Margaret Manchester, Ph.D., head of
the History Department, Ruth Ben-Artzi,
Ph.D., department of Political Science,
and Paola Cesarini, Ph.D., department
of Political Science used their range of
expertise to give three separate views of
the events occurring in the Middle East.
Ben-Artzi began the discussion by
giving the historical background of the
areas. Tunisia was at first a French colony
in the late 1800s and early to mid-1900s.
In 1956, President Bourguiba took over
the country and made it a republic within
one year. He promised democratization
but held one party elections until 1981.
He also passed a law that allowed him to
be president for life.
In 1987 Benali, who was prime minister
at the time, declared Bourguiba unfit
for presidency. Benali became president
until the protests caused him to leave
Tunisia. The protests began December
17, 2010, and ended with Benali's leave
January 14, 2011. Presently, Tunisia's
Prime Minister, Ghannouchi, announces
interim unity government and partly
satisfies protesters by stating there will be
elections held mid-summer.
Ben-Artzi called what is occurring in
Egypt the "Tunisia-affect." Following
in Tunisia's footsteps, for 18 days Egypt

began peaceful protests until their
president, Mubarak, stepped down. He
had been their president since 1981. Well
before his presidency in 1922 until 1952
the Faruq Monarch controlled Egypt with
three kings from the family.
In 1952, Nasser led the Free Officers
Movement. He was well-known and
respected by the people. In 1952, Najib
declared Egypt a republic, and in 1952,
Nasser became Prime Minister. Two
years later he took over the presidency.
After Nasser's passing in 1970, Vice
President Sadat replaced him. In 1979
with the influence of America, Sadat
signed a peace treaty with Israel and the
United States. However, in 1981 Sadat
was assassinated by jihad members and
the referendum approved Mubarak as
president in a one-party election. During
his presidency, there were only oneparty elections, so he would have no
competition even though everyone voted.
In 2005, Egyptians began antigovemment movements. Recently, the
protests led to Mubarak's resignation.
Ben-Artzi explained that the country
is under military control promising to
honor the protestors' demands. The
constitution was extracted and a new one
is expected to be in place in six months.
After explaining the history of the
governments, Cesarini took over the
discussion, explaining what steps are
needed to create sustainable democracies.
Cesarini described the principles of
democracies, and related them to the
present situations of Tunisia and Egypt.
Cesarini first explained that in 70
percent of fallen dictatorships leading to
democracies there were non-violent civil
societies involved. As mentioned by BenArtzi, both Tunisia and Egypt already held
peaceful protests. Cesarini showed pictures
of Egypt that depicted interreligious

protestors in peaceful prayer and carrying
national flags.
However, Cesarini also explained
how the military is usually not a
democratic force, with the possible
exceptions of Portugal and Turkey,
respectively. Cesarini felt that will be a
major factor in Egypt. Cesarini described
how the military is currently in control,
but they have called for elections and are
working on making amendments that
are supposed to create credible elections.
Cesarini ended her part of the discussion
by stating how during the formation of a
democracy, external intervention can be
detrimental, especially if a country can
provide external support. For Tunisia,
this could be very influential because they
have already placed 5,000 refugees in
Italy. Cesarini stated how this may lead to
Europe helping Tunisia financially to begin

to form a democracy and keep its citizens
within their own country.
Talk of creating sustainable democracies
led to a discussion of America's place in
the Middle East. Manchester spoke of the
history of America's involvement, focusing
especially on safeguarding oil, our
relationship with Israel, and containing
communism, as well as more recently
radical movements.
Manchester ended by explaining how
the Obama administration is confronted
with a paradox involving Egypt. Obama
can either support the president with
whom a relationship was built and a treaty
signed, or he can support the creation
of a democracy. While Egyptians state
they do not want America's involvement,
many Americans fear if they do not stay
involved, Egypt may become an enemy.

HENRY NYDAM *11 /THE COWL

Ruth Ben-Artzi, Ph.D., of the Department of Political Science, speaks about Egypt-Tunisia relations.
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PC Republicans Attend Student Films Judged
National Conference at 24-Hour Festival
by Micaela Cameron '13
News Staff

Campus News
While many of us spent our
weekends procrastinating,
some
Providence College students had the
opportunity to travel and advance
their political beliefs.
The College Republicans attended
the Conservative Political Action
Conference (CPAC), in Washington
D.C., from Feb. 10-12 at the Marriott
Wardman Park Hotel.
Members
of
the
College
Republicans
recently
had
the
opportunity to listen to speakers such
as Ann Coulter and Mitt Romney.
"College Republicans is intended
to be a conservative voice on campus
and an opportunity to become active
not only at PC but in the community
in general, as well as offer students
the chance to bond and hear the
thoughts and views of fellow
conservatives," said Jason Salter '11.
CPAC, one of the largest gatherings
of conservatives, is held annually and
put on by The American Conservative
Union (ACU). Yearly, CPAC has about
10,000 attendees. CPAC was first
founded in 1973 and has since grown
into to what it is today.
"I am very excited for this year's
trip. CPAC is something that many
college students look forward to
each and every year and gives all
of us the chance to see some pretty
big name speakers in politics.
This year should be particularly
interesting due to the possibility
of Presidential candidates as well as
the continued College Republican
National
Committee
campaign,
Team CR50, managed by PC's own
Jon Conradi '11 which should draw
considerable attention," said Salter.
According to its Web site, CPAC
"has been the premiere event for
any major elected official or public
personality seeking to discuss issues
of the day with conservatives. From
presidents of the United States to
college student leaders, CPAC has
become the place to find our nation's
current and future leaders."
"If nothing else CPAC is a
great opportunity to explore all
that conservatism has to offer.
Although we typically narrow
the political spectrum to liberal,

moderate,
and
conservative,
been overshadowed by the new
by Ryan Post '14
there are differences and varying
commercially-driven styles of music.
News Staff
degrees within each one of these.
"Operation Silence" beat iti
Previously, CPAC has served as a
competitors, which included <
Campus News
means of reaffirming some of my
group comprised of members o
current beliefs and opening my eyes
Providence
College's
televisior
to new ones, and I think that this year
Could you create a masterpiece station, PCTV, based on the judgmen
will do much of the same. Because of in just 24 hours? This was the task of BOP members. Cody said teams
at hand for those who participated were first judged on their success oi
its political leanings, it was a natural
in the "24-Hour Film Festival" failure to meet the 10 requirement;
draw for those willing to take the
this weekend.
In this Board of detailed at the preliminary meeting
time to do so to attend the weekend,"
Programmers
(BOP)
sponsored at McPhail's.
said Salter.
event, teams of up to five individuals
"If they had these, then we
At CPAC, the College Republicans
were
challenged
to
create
a
five[judged]
based
on
content
listened to speakers, attended panel
creativity,
and
the
audience';
!
to-10
minute
film
in
24
hours.
discussions, and were able to advance
Teams met in McPhail's on Saturday, reaction," said Cody.
their opportunities in politics by looking
The members of "Operation Silence'
Feb. 12, at 7:00 p.m., where they were
into possible internships and careers.
given a flip-cam to use and several were given a gift card as a reward foi
In addition, members were able to
criteria which their production had their victory, but all teams enjoyed the
participate in networking events.
to follow. The films were viewed, as opportunity to display their work. The
"This will be my second year
promised, 24 hours later in '64 Hall on audience of about 40 students showed
attending CPAC. As last year was Sunday night.
their approval for the three films, al
my first year attending, the most
John Cody '12, a member of BOP, rather impressive considering only
memorable part was initially walking organized the event, which had never 24 hours were allotted for writing,
in and seeing so many college students been hosted before.
When asked filming, and editing.
excited and interested in politics and
Kyle McCandless '14, a membei
what sparked BOP to organize the
conservatism. Networking with them
f 1 TO ADD TO THE CREATIVITY, TEAMS WERE GIVEN
and realizing that there are tons of
10
SPECIFIC, AND SOMEWHAT STRANGE CRITERIA..
people that I share common beliefs
with is pretty empowering," said Salter.
event, Cody said, "Film Club has been of the PCTV team, said, "We [PCTV]
The College Republicans have
been attending CPAC for the past hosting a similar event in the past, but decided to participate because
this is the first one we [BOP] have ever we thought it would be a fun
four years.
"I beEeve that this CPAC experience done. We were trying to get as creative experience for PCTV. We wanted
as possible with the Film Committee, to do something fun because we
will be more exciting than any of the ones
and we thought something like [the are part of the entertainment
before it. I am very excited to network
'24-Hour
Film Festival'] would be a department for PCTV, so we wanted
and bond with fellow conservatives in
creative way to get students involved to make people laugh."
the nation's capital but am also excited for
McCandless and his team shared the
on campus."
what I think will be the announcement of
To add to the creativity, teams same motivation as the other teams,
possible 2012 Presidential candidates,"
were
given
10
specific
and saying, "We wanted to challenge
said Salter.
somewhat strange criteria that had ourselves and see what we could do
Ron Paul, who spoke at CPAC
to be included somehow into the 10 within 24 hours."
received a lot of support from students.
BOP hopes to continue the tradition
minute film, such as jellybeans, a
"Ron Paul had the most interesting trophy, a banana, the phrase "Show of original filmmaking first started at
speech. The most people attended it; I had
me the money!" and the name Keno, the College by the Film Committee.
to listen to the speech outside because it among others.
The 24-Hour Film Festival gives the art
was so crowded. He spoke about limited
Although
the
competition of film on campus a new prospective
government and non-interventionism. i allowed for 10 teams to enter, only and "gets students more involved
There were many of his supporters there
than, [let's] say, just showing a movie
three participated.
and he would walk in and be surrounded
The winning group including in McPhail's," said Cody.
"We had a great time planning
by people on both sides. I bumped into
Ben Estep '12 and Jorge Lucas '12,
who entitled their work "Operation and putting [the festival] on, as did
Donald Trump and there were more
Silence," a short film about "banned the team members, and the audience
people following Ron Paul than Trump,"
music," and a small group of people enjoyed the films a lot as well. We are
said Tim Dionisopoulos '11.
who listen to and sell older, more definitely hoping to get another film
Dionisopoulos worked at the
respected musical artists who have festival going next year."
Youth for Western Civilization booth
at CPAC.
"I like interacting with people. We
were able to start a lot of chapters
and get people involved. CPAC is the
sort of place where so much political
activity occurs. It's like a gathering of
people you don't get to see normally,"
said Dionisopoulos.

BROWN 15 -24 YEAR OLDS NEEDED

FOR A RESEARCH STUDY

> Brown University is testing whether a medication reduces
marijuana craving and use.
> Participation involves several visits to our office over
approximately 7 weeks and answering questions about
your mood and behavior on a handheld computer during
that time.

You must be 15 to 24 years old to be in this
study.
If you are younger than 18 years old, you must
have your parents’ permission to be in this study.
You will be paid up to $570 your participation.
Body Image and Eating Disorder Awareness
Panel Discussion
Tuesday, February 22, 2011
Aquinas Lounge 7pm
Featuring speakers from Student Health, Personal Counseling
and Nutritional Counseling
Brought to you by Health Education and Wellness

To learn more about this study, call or email Jackie:
(401) 863-6692 ♦ teens@brown.edu
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TUNNELS: 80 Percent of Tunnel Travelers Were Youth
LEFT: While
there have
been many
renovations
to the original
construction
of the
underground
corridors since
PC purchased
the facilities
from Chapin
hospital, many
structural
elements have
remained
intact. These
include
original tile
floors and
glazed brick
as pictured
at left. The
tunnels are
now used
for storage
space by the
College’s
Physical Plant.

BILLY NAWROCKl 'o/THE COWL

Continued from front page
contagious and transmitted through
people, animals, surfaces, foods, or
air. Patients were brought there as
opposed to the other surrounding
hospitals so as not to infect those who
were admitted for physical injuries or
non-contagious diseases.
"At the turn of the century, there
was a rampant communal sense
of paranoia about people infected
with communicable diseases," said

Rapoza. "The building of this facility
reflects this attitude of 'let us contain
our ill.'"
In order to shield the general public
from the sickness that existed behind the
doors of the Charles V. Chapin Hospital, a
series of tunnels were dug at the basement
levels of what are now Dore Hall, HuntCavanaugh Hall, Saint Catherine of Siena
Hall, Koffler Hall, Howley Hall, Sullivan
Hall, Fennell Hall, and the Physical Plant.
"It all happened underground, no

ALCOHOL: Choices Made
During Teen Years Haunt Hutson
Continued from front page
hurt and warned about the dangers of
binge drinking.
"If you get drunk faster, then the
party's over faster and you are the
entertainment," Hutson said. "I want
you to graduate and get a degree, not a
wrap sheet."
She also talked about sexual assault.
"One person might wake up
thinking they had great sex; the
other might wake up wanting to file
charges," said Hutson.
Hutson then shifted her discussion
towards her own personal story. She
explained that she was a victim of
rape when she was in high school
and was diagnosed as HIV positive 25
years ago.
When Hutson was a teenager in
high school in her hometown of
Pennsylvania, she suffered from
low self esteem. She and her friend
stood outside of a liquor store
one day waiting for someone to
buy them alcohol. She then met a
carload of men who decided to buy
her and her friend two bottles of
Tequila. The men proceeded to ask
Hutson and her friend to go to a
party with them.
"My self esteem was so low, we
jumped in their car," Hutson said.
Hutson then engaged in taking
several shots and chose not to
stop because she thought she was
enjoying herself.
"I never felt so good in my life. I
have to be honest...I wanted to do
more because I wanted to keep that
feeling going...I then asked for Asprin
and they gave me barbiturates,"
Hutson said.
Hutson was raped, beaten, and found
naked on a stranger's front lawn at three
a.m. the next day. She was rushed to the
hospital and was blamed for the incident
by her peers and her neighbors.

"My stomach was pumped, but I
don't really remember it. What I did
remember was that everybody knew
about it," Hutson said. "People would
write slut on my locker...the rumor
wasn't that I was raped; it was that I
was gang banged."
Hutson chose to stop drinking her
freshman year of college; but suffered
tremendously from her experience.
"I take 10 pills a day...I technically
have AIDS. I have had AIDS for
7 years...there's no going back,"
Hutson said.
After her presentation was done,
Hutson put her cellphone number
on a PowerPoint slide and asked the
audience to text her questions that they
had for her.
Many students were required
to attend the event, but there was
positive reaction to her presentation
nonetheless.
"It was good because she got good
points in and she was funny about it.
If it was just a seminar with no humor
in it, it would have been like pulling
teeth," said Dan Carroll '14, who
was asked to attend the event by his
Resident Assistant.
Hutson enjoyed her experience
at Providence College and enjoyed
the crowd.
"I love a rowdy group. The group
size was an okay size to have and
allowed a little more freedom," Hutson
said. "My only hope is that one person
in the audience got something out of it."
Hutson enjoyed the challenge of
sticking to the College's mission during
her talk even though she's use to
covering risque material in most of her
stand up shows. Hutson was originally
invited to speak at Bryant College, but
decided to make an appearance at
other colleges in Rhode Island as well.
She currently resides on a remote
island in the Caribbean known as the
Wooder Island with her husband.

matter what ward. The first time the
patients were seen by society was
when and if they got to the other side
of these doors," said Rapoza.
Although utility pipes now line
the interior of the tunnels, the original
design provided a large enough width
for stretchers to travel comfortably.
"These tunnels connected to the
various wards, each of which housed
patients of a designated illness, such
as tuberculosis, rubella, measles, polio,
and smallpox," said Rapoza. "In order
to transport someone from one building
to another while avoiding exposure to
the outside world, they created a series
of underground corridors. This ensured
containment of the infectious diseases
that were greatly feared by outsiders."
In addition to the paranoia about the
diseases being treated in the hospital,
the eeriness of the facility is also due to
the number of infirmed children.
"About 80 percent of the patients
who passed through these tunnels on
stretchers were children," said Rapoza.
Directly beneath the Physical Plant,
the tunnels are lined with large locked
vaults once used for meat storage. This
was the location of the hospital cafeteria.
In continuing west through the dark,
unkempt corridors, they lead to a steep
staircase that ascends to the basement
of Saint Catherine of Siena Hall.
"A lot of what you hear about the
tunnels is folklore, but some of it is true,"
said Rapoza. "While there are many stories
that circulate, there was one instance in the
1960s, early 1970s, of an employee claiming
there were numerous instances when he
saw an apparition on the stairs leading to
Saint Catherine of Siena. He described it as
a young woman dressed in hospital garb
gliding up and down the stairs."

This was also the location of the
morgue. Rapoza explained that the
floors and walls were originally tiled
in green, and there was a large drain in
the middle of the room.
"The drain was in place so that they
could spray down the entire room after
performing the autopsy, going along
with the theme of fear associated with
the illness of the patients," said Rapoza.
The tour then led to the basement of
Hunt-Cavanaugh Hall, which was the
designated tuberculosis ward, and then to
Howley Hall, an area that was used as the
hospital's administration office. Off of this
corridor is the tunnel leading to Fennell
Hall. This was the nurses' quarters, and
was the last structure to be built as a part
of the hospital facilities.
The tour ended in the Ceramics
Building, where giant garage door-type
openings line the rear of the building.
"These doors allowed them to bring
vehicles, such as hearses, directly into
the building," said Rapoza. "Patients,
when admitted, would literally never
be exposed to the outside world
throughout their entire stay."
He also touched upon other findings
that provided insight to the past uses
of the tunnels.
"When the College bought the property
from the hospital subsequent to the Cold
War, they found that the rooms were not
fully emptied," said Rapoza. "Some were
filled with fallout shelter supplies, so
we realized how they had been used as
designated emergency areas."
The tunnels are one glimpse into
what came before the College.
"There is a lot of history to this little space
here.. .if these walls could talk, who knows
what they would say?" said Rapoza. "A lot
more than I can tell you, that is for sure."

PC in China
Summer Study/travel
with Fr. Nowel

Spend a month in China
AND EARN 3 CREDITS!

A 2-week course, plus a 2-week tour
Beuing, Tibet, Guilin, Yangshuo, Shanghai
July 25-August 22
Contact the Center for International Studies, Harkins 336
OR E-MAIL MNOWEL@PROVIDENCE.EDU
APPUCATIONS/DEPOSIT DUE MARCH 25
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Christians and Muslims Unite in Prayer
by Arman Oganisian '13
World Editor

Egypt
On Friday, Feb. 11, Hosni Mubarak
stepped down from power after an 18day revolt in Egypt. Mubarak served
as a crucial ally of the United States for
the past 30 years. He was instrumental
in maintaining peace with Israel and
providing a diplomatic foothold in
the Middle East.
Mubarak's recently appointed Vice
President and longtime Intelligence
Chief, Omar Suleiman, announced
that Mubarak had formally stepped
down and transferred all power and
authority to a council of military
leaders. The following day, military
leaders cleared Tahrir Square and
recommended that citizens return to
normalcy, reports The New York Times.
Mubarak stepped down without
ceremony or comment and retreated
to his residence near the Red Sea at
Sharm el Sheik.
In accordance with the will of the
people, the military officially dissolved
the parliament and suspended the
constitution.
Egyptians see the
parliament as a corrupt instrument
of the former regime. They demand
free and fair elections along with a
new constitution.
The revolution is a major turning
point in international relations. The
toppling of Mubarak's regime is a
triumph of democracy in the region.
It capsizes nearly 60 years of the Arab
world's first secular dictatorship. In the
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Christians and Muslims are shown together in Egypt holding crosses and copies of the Koran.

style of Nasser, Mubarak suppressed
religious authority and relied on the
military for support. According to
The New York Times, Mubarak himself
was an Air Force Commander. This
militaristic dictatorship was deposed
by a largely secular, non-violent youth
movement. President Obama praised
the revolution, stating that "Egyptians
have made it clear that nothing less
than genuine democracy will carry the
day." He also said, "It was the moral
force of nonviolence—not terrorism
and mindless killing—that bent the arc
of history toward justice once more."
World players are watching Egypt
carefully. The United States and Egypt
are both concerned over the rise of
the Muslim Brotherhood. Although
the organization has long denounced
violence and is looked down on by Al-

Qaida and Hamas, some of its leading
members advocated open war with
Israel. Israel and the United States are
still anxious to see if the military will
keep its promise to implement free
and fair elections. According to CNBC,
the revolt was largely secular and the
military is doing its best to stabilize
the country. The Muslim Brotherhood
has reported that it will not nominate
candidates for the presidency or
for parliamentary majority in the
upcoming elections.
According to The New York
Times, Mohamed Saad el-Katatni,
a
spokesman
of
the
Muslim
Brotherhood, stated: "We participated
with everyone else and did not lead
this or raise Islamic slogans so that
it can be the revolution of everyone.
This is a revolution for all Egyptians;

there is no room for a single group's
slogans, not the Brotherhood's or
anybody else."
Amidst the religious, political,
and economic tensions underlying
the revolution, there is also good
reason to keep up hope. On Feb. 4, the
Christians in Tahrir Square held hands
and formed a protective ring around
the Muslims so that they could pray
in safety. On that Sunday, Muslims
returned the favor by surrounding
Christians in the square as they
celebrated Mass. According to Daily
News, during the sermon, Rev. Ilhab
al-Kharat spoke: "In the name of Jesus
and Muhammed, we unify our ranks.
We will keep protesting until the fall
of the tyranny."
This event contradicts criticisms
stating that the revolt was inherently
Islamic and anti-Western. Although
the police and military stopped
protecting religious buildings, not
a single church was harmed during
the protests. Coptic Christian activist,
Michael Muneer, told Al jazeera TV:
"Christians pray and Muslims defend
them. It is a touching scene."
The story of the Egyptian Revolution
is a powerful tale of the fall of a
dictatorship and, most importantly, the
union of different people. Egyptians of
various religions aided one another to
achieve the common goal of freedom.
In the age of global terrorism and
religious prejudice, this event provides
hope that people of different religions
can unite and work towards peace. It
is a touching end to the revolution and
a hopeful beginning for a new Egypt.

Bernanke Testifies in Budget Hearing
by Molly Driessen '12
World Staff

United States
On Feb. 9, Ben Bernanke testified in
front of the House Budget Committee
on the Federal Reserve's regulations
and actions in the past year. Bernanke,
who graduated from both Harvard
and MIT, was appointed by Bush in
2006 to serve a fourteen-year term as
a member on the board of governors
and a four-year term as chairman
of the United States Federal Reserve.
Bernanke also sits on the Financial
Stability Oversight Board and oversees
the Troubled Asset Relief Program.
With the rise of fuel prices,
the seeming stagnancy of the
unemployment rate, and the rise in
food prices and other commodities,
the House Budget Committee, along
with other members of Congress, are
increasingly concerned about inflation.
His testimony in early February was
an opportunity for the committee
to better understand Bernanke's
motives as well as question his future
plans, especially in terms of the Fed's
Quantitative Easing Program, also
known as the QE2. The QE2 program
encompasses the Fed's purchase of
$600 billion in Treasury bonds by
this summer. Bernanke, who has also
been called "Bailout Ben," told the
committee he would be willing to end
the QE2 program before scheduled,
but only if either inflation rates picked
up or if the economy began to grow
quickly. It was his first testimony to
the committee since Republicans took
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Bernanke (far left) and Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (middle) prepare for the testimony.

control. Bernanke tried to reassure
Republicans that he would prevent
inflation from accelerating, as he has
both liberals and tea-party members
ready to block his reappointment to
another four-year term. According to
TIME Magazine, he commented "[W]e
came very, very close to a depression...
the markets were in anaphylactic
shock. I'm not happy with where we
are, but it's a lot better than where we
could be." Bernanke will remain under
speculation and possible investigation.
A Republican senator claims to possess
documentation of Bernanke hiding his
staff's recommendation not to bail out
AIG. This would question Bernanke's
motives as well as whether the bailout
was even necessary.
While many remain critical of
Bernanke's
bailouts,
others
are
still positive and grateful for his

rescue efforts to the economy. Some
economists
and
Americans
are
comparing the current economic
crisis to the peaceful inflation of the
'70s, where the Consumer Price Index
topped 14 percent. The politicians
at the time refused to restrain credit
because they feared an increase in
the unemployment rate. In 2008,
the Fed faced the worst financial
panic since the Great Depression,
with the risk of immense deflation.
To prevent stagflation, or the rise in
unemployment, and a repeat of the
deflation of the 1930s, Bernanke and
the Fed did not follow conventional
monetary policy, but instead began
buying toxic assets from banks.
Besides the anxiety over inflation, the
Fed face the challenges of censoring
the central banks and disposing of the
risky assets bought during the panic.

The Fed must also be vigilant of the
effects of China's inflation, oil prices,
and the negative ramifications these
may have on the American taxpayer.
According to The Seattle Times,
Bernanke stated, "Inflation is expected
to persist below the levels that Federal
Reserve policymakers have judged
to be consistent over the longer
term with our statutory mandate to
foster maximum employment and
price stability." These concerns have
prompted critics to ask: "Should the
unelected Fed have this much power?"
Bernanke continues to dismiss
concerns about rising yields in U.S.
Treasury bonds and has been urging
lawmakers, such as Obama, to form a
long-term plan to re-evaluate the U.S.
budget deficit. The Fed's efforts are
looking to create modest growth in
2011. The Fed will continue to tighten
conditions in order to bring necessary
2.5 percent gains in the GDP and to
create enough economic activity for
more employment opportunities. In
his testimony, he promised that the
Fed would review the QE2 program at
their upcoming meeting in March. In
the transcript of his testimony to the
committee, Bernanke stated, "[AJnd...
as we always do, we are going to look
at the outlook for both employment
and inflation." According to Huffington
Post, Committee Chairman Chris
Dodd(D-Conn) said, "[Hje's done a
very good job in the last year. And
but for his work, we would be in a
very different position in this country
today. Now that's hard to prove a
negative. But the fact of the matter is,
our entire financial system might have
collapsed but for his leadership."
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Finance
By Joe Lepri ’12, World Staff

New Budget for the 2012 Fiscal Year
This week, President Barack
Obama proposed a fiscal 2012 budget
of just over 3.7 trillion dollars. The
Wall Street Journal noted that his
proposition marked the beginning
of a likely heated battle between
congressional
Republicans
and
Democrats regarding the depth
of "spending cuts." Obama's plan
is comprised of over $1 trillion of
deficit reductions over the next 10
years. It is also worth noting that
three quarters of the reduction will
come from spending cuts in areas
that the president felt the country
could afford to cut back a little. He
maintained his emphasis on the
need for spending on education and
innovation in order for our country
to remain competitive in the future.
Following
Obama's
proposal,
Republicans were critical because
the president did not explain how
he was going to reduce "entitlement
spending on Social Security and
Medicare." Senator Jeff Sessions, the
top Republican on the Senate budget
committee, was especially critical.
He said to CNN, "We're not having
any leadership; I do believe he
deserves serious criticism for that."
His comments bring light to a key
Republican incentive of overhauling
the entitlement programs that the
government implemented.
Former U.S. Comptroller General
David Walker also criticized the
budget.
He complained that the

"budget contains language that notes
the importance of addressing our
nation's structural deficits, however,
it is largely void of concrete proposals
and specific timelines for addressing
them." This apparent lack of action is
definitely a cause for concern during
a time when Americans are searching
for answers to the increasing budget
deficit and economic instability.
The Wall Street Journal also
explained that Obama's proposed
savings "go nowhere near the
short-term reductions that House
Republicans are pushing for. And
many of these proposed budget cuts
and tax increases were on the table
earlier and met strong opposition in
Congress." While it might seem like
Obama's mention of spending cuts
is a step in the right direction, it is
clear that these small steps are not
near the level the current deficit calls
for. Republicans have been active in
planning to decrease the fiscal 2011
remaining budget by over $60 billion.
Obama is not even listening to
the White House's own budget
deficit committee. The committee
recommended nearly $4 trillion in
savings, which is nearly four times as
high as the president's proposal. This
large difference can be linked back
to the president's failure to address
issues
concerning
entitlement
programs, Medicare, Medicaid, and
Social Security. It's interesting to
note that Obama himself said, "The

only way to truly tackle our deficit is
to cut excessive spending wherever
we find it, in domestic spending,
defense
spending,
healthcare
spending, and spending through tax
breaks and loopholes." This seems
hypocritical because the budget
deficit committee clearly found
much more room for savings than
the president is proposing. Sure, we
need to make sure we are competitive
in the future, but Obama's increase
of education spending is an almost
immaterial $13 billion compared to
the $3 trillion difference from the
committee's proposal.
Republican
minority
leader
Mitch
McConnell said,
"[T]he
President's budget is the clearest
sign yet he simply does not take
our fiscal problems seriously. It is
a patronizing plan that says to the
American people that their concerns
are not his concerns."
Bloomberg
reported
that
Democrats have praised Obama's
plan. They feel it will stabilize
the economy and put the nation
on a stronger fiscal path. Some
Democrats even felt that Obama was
trying to cut too much spending.
It's clear both parties are at odds
with this issue. House Budget
Committee Chairman Paul Ryan
concluded that "The president's
budget accelerates our country
down the path to bankruptcy."

COURTESY OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES

Jacob Lew, head of the Office of Managment
and Budget, was instrumental in the formation
of the budget.

Mandela's Back
by Bill Pursell '11
World Staff

South Africa
How does the future look for Nelson
Mandela?
Recently things seemed
bleak for the 92-year-old former
president of South Africa. He has been
in and out of hospitals in recent years.
His last appearance came in July 2010 at
the closing ceremony of the World Cup
soccer tournament.
Mandela is best known for his part in
the ending of apartheid in South Africa.
He was imprisoned in South Africa for
27 years and released at age 71 in 1990.
Last Friday, Feb. 11, marked the 21st
anniversary of his release from prison
after being convicted of sabotage and
attempts to overthrow the government
under South Africa's former apartheid
regime. While the country's policy
of white supremacy was imploding,
Mandela was elected four years later as
the first president of a reforming nation.
Mandela and other racial activists
were highly galvanized in 1960
when 69 demonstrators were shot
dead in what became known as
the Sharpeville Massacre.
Pretoria
banned black political groups and
gatherings and arrested thousands in
the days following. A planned twoday strike was crushed by the police,
causing Mandela and others to form an
underground paramilitary movement,
Spear of the Nation. The group began
a campaign of sabotage in 1961. Hunted
by the authorities, Mandela moved
about for 18 months and even left the
country briefly, but was arrested after
his return for inciting violence. Thus

began his many years in prison.
"It says a lot for him to have endured
27 years in jail and still come out such
a humble and forgiving person after
everything that he had been through,"
said one of his granddaughters
Zamaswazi Dlamini.
Mandela has spent more than four
decades as an influence in the political
realm of South Africa, and during
this time, he has amassed more than
250 awards, including the 1993 Nobel
Peace Prize.
Most recently,
Mandela was
hospitalized in Johannesburg with
an acute respiratory infection. He
returned on Jan. 28 and has remained
closely monitored.
When asked how she felt about her
father's condition, Zenani Mandela
Dlamini said, "[Hje's doing great. He's
improving slowly. He's in great spirits.
He loves to be with his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. And he's got
a great sense of humor" quotes CNN.
To many people Mandela serves
as a symbol for a range of positive
qualities. His family knew his warm
and honest disposition well, along
with his passion for equality, but
they recall the simpler man found
underneath the layers of public
speeches and displays.
Zenani also said, "[MJy father, I
think, would love to be remembered
as a family man, as a person who if he
could change one person's mind, then
he's done his job. My father doesn't
dwell on who he is... he's just a normal
human being, according to him,"
reports CNN.

THINK

DON'T BINGE DRINK
Among 18 to 24-year-olds in the United States,
injuries are the leading cause of death, and
alcohol is the leading contributor, being a
factor in more than 5,000 deaths in that age
group each year. To place that number in
perspective, it exceeds the total number of U.S.
soldiers who have died in the war in Iraq.*

*National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Division of Epidemiology and

Prevention Research, 5635 Fishers Lane, Room 2077, Bethesda, Maryland 20892-9304
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This Week In History
By Ben Remillard '13, World Staff

February 11,1990 - Nelson Mandela is released after 27 years in prison.

February 12,1809 - Abraham Lincoln is born.
February 13, 1633 - Galileo arrives in Italy to face charges of heresy after

advocating the Copernican theory.
February 14, 278 - St. Valentine is beheaded in Rome.
February 15,1903 - The first teddy bear goes on sale.

February 16,1959 - Fidel Castro is sworn in as prime minister of Cuba after
leading a guerrilla campaign and forcing dictator Fulgencio Batista into exile.

February 17, 1820 - In an attempt to deal with the increasingly divisive issue
of extending slavery into Western territories, the U.S. Senate passes the Missour
Compromise.

Rhode Island Same-Sex Marriage Proposal
by Adam Staropoli '14
World Staff

Rhode Island
With the United States still feeling the
effects of the recent economic downturn,
most people expect that economic issues,
such as lowering the unemployment
rates, balancing budgets, and creating
jobs would be on the high priority list
of all government levels in the country.
However, social issues are getting the
most attention in the Rhode Island State
House of Providence, with a same-sex
marriage law proposal at the top of the
current agenda.
House Bill No. 5012, An Act
Relating to Domestic Relations - Persons
Eligible to Marry, penned by Rhode
Island representatives Arthur Handy
(D-District 18, Cranston), Edith Ajello
(D-District 3, Providence), Frank Ferri
(D-District 22, Warwick), Deborah
Ruggiero (D-District 74, Jamestown,
Middletown), and Speaker of the
House Gordon D. Fox (D-District 4,
Providence), calls for the legalization
of same-sex marriage within the state
of Rhode Island, an issue which has
popped up in the state legislature
for the past couple of years. Indeed,
in a state described as rather "safely
Democratic," it is no surprise that this
often-volatile social issue has found its
spark here in Rhode Island. Still, the
debate has already presented itself as
one that will last for quite some time.
The primary concern with the
same-sex marriage debate has always
been the relationship with said
marriages and religious institutions.
Most, if not all, religious institutions
forbid the union of same-sex couples
in marriage and have long fought
against the prospects of same-sex
marriage legalization out of fear of
civil mandates. Consistent with the
American tradition of "separation of
church and state," the proposed law
would not force religious institutions
to do anything that does not adhere to
their respective doctrines. As section 3
of the bill's text reads:
"Consistent with the guarantees
of freedom of religion set forth by

both the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution and
Article I, Section 3 of the Rhode
Island Constitution, each religious
institution has exclusive control over
its own religious doctrine, policy,
and teachings regarding who may
marry within their faith, and on
what terms. No court or other state
or local governmental body, entity,
agency or commission shall compel,
prevent, or interfere in any way with
any religious institution's decisions
about marriage eligibility within
that particular faith's tradition." It
continues to assert that "Consistent
with the guarantees of freedom of
religion set forth by both the First
Amendment of the United States
Constitution and Article I, Section
3 of the Rhode Island Constitution,
ordained clergy, ministers, or elders
shall be obligated to or otherwise
required by law to officiate at any
particular civil marriage or religious
rite of marriage."
With this language present in the
bill, the issue presents itself as one
not involving the authority of the
church versus the authority of the
state. It makes the debate over samesex marriage solely an argument over
the law, involving legislators and
lawyers; not priests and ministers.
Indeed, the beginning of the debate
started on Wednesday, Feb. 9, during a
hearing in the House of Representatives'
Judiciary Committee, which discusses
and debates bills in context with the law
and the courts. Within the State House,
in a hearing room away from the shouts
of support (and opposition) from a large
public gathering that day, the committee
was
presented
with
testimony
mostly regarding the legalities and
consistencies of same-sex marriage
within the Rhode Island state code. Still,
numerous concerns from members of
the committee were evident.
In fact, House Representative and
member of the Judiciary Committee
Charlene
Lima
(D-District
14,
Cranston) has noted that this issue
cannot easily be solved because of
the lack of many legal standards
available for heterosexual couples

and homosexual couples. There is no
coded law that same-sex may refer
to when it comes down to the policy
of adopting children, the policy of
receiving benefits such as Medicare
and military pensions, and the policy
by which same-sex couples may choose
to end a legal union. Indeed, same-sex
couples that have legally been married
in Massachusetts cannot end their
legal relationship through divorce
because of the lack of Rhode Island
law and procedure. Lima further went
on to say that the same-sex marriage
debate might need a completely new
area in the law due to its complexity.
Other members of the committee
and hearing testifiers rebutted with
the idea that there was no need for a
separate area since the laws would
apply to "essentially the same thing
[civil marriage]."
As can be expected with this issue,
opposition has been extremely visible.
From the testimony of Catholic priests
to the chanting of, "[O]ne man, one
woman, only!" the opponents of samesex marriage have made their presence
known. Despite the emotional jargon,
legal opposition has shown itself just
as powerful. House Representative and
member of the Judiciary Committee
Jon Brien (D-District 50, Woonsocket)
has proposed House Resolution No.
5260, which would effectively put
the same-sex marriage debate on the
ballot in a similar fashion to California
referendums like Proposition 8. Rather
than have the government change the
nature of a very public institution,
Brien is arguing that the people should
vote for whether they want to legalize
same-sex marriage in the state. Even
with this supposed compromise,
the supporters are not convinced.
House Representative and Judiciary
Committee Vice Chair Michael Marcello
(D-District 41, Scituate, Cranston) as
well as Rep. Lima and many others
argue that civil rights issues should
not be put on the ballot. In fact, the
committee came to an unofficial
consensus that the passage of the 19th
Amendment (which gave women the
right to vote) probably would not have
passed had the question been put on
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Governor Chafee of Rhode Island has expressed
support for the same-sex marriage legislation.

the public ballot.
Despite the potential severity
and division of the debate, there are
high hopes that same-sex marriage
legalization will be passed. Already,
Governor
Lincoln
Chafee
and
Lieutenant
Governor
Elizabeth
Roberts have publicly vocalized their
support of the bill's passage and with
many supporters in the leadership
of the state government (including
the openly homosexual Speaker
of the House Gordon Fox), it does
seem extremely likely. Still, there are
those worried over the prospects of
gridlocked government even here
in Providence. One representative
reported that there, is an existing
stalemate between the factions of the
government which prevent proposing
bills with mentions of abortion or
same-sex marriage. Nevertheless, it is
still a continuing affair and the end
result could (evidently) go either way.
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R.I. Gay Marriage Bill
by Lynnzie Marinaccio '13
World Staff

UPDATES
EGYPT

On Tuesday, Feb. 14, the Muslim Brotherhood announced that it will
seek official recognition as a political party in Egypt. Currently, the party
is banned but claims it “envisions the establishment of a democratic,
civil state that draws on universal measures of freedom and justice, with
central Islamic values serving all Egyptians regardless of colour, creed,
political trend, or religion,” according to CNN.

Iran
The Egyptian Revolution appears to have spread to Iran, where protests
have begun. Tehran has denounced the protests and has called for the
execution of opposition leaders. This denouncement is contradictory as
Iran supported the revolution in Egypt.

Russia
Doku Umanov, leader of the Caucasus Emirate, a Chechen Islamic
jihadist group, promised that more attacks would follow the Moscow
bombing. In a video, he claimed that “operations will be conducted
monthly or weekly, as Allah allows us,” says CNN.

Opinion
The fact that a same-sex marriage bill has even been proposed for the state of
Rhode Island is cause for celebration. The further we go into the 21st century, the
more blatantly evident the necessity of equality becomes and the more ridiculous
and backward it seems when these equalities are denied. I believe that it is only a
matter of time before every state passes, or is somehow forced to pass, a similar
marriage equality act, and I think that Rhode Island could truly be proud of doing
so sooner rather than later. Allowing all people the right to marry whomever
they choose seems like the only way to uphold the principles of freedom and
equality that the United States so vehemently proclaims. Withholding this right
is not only a form of discrimination, but is also a direct contradiction to the
ideals on which this country was founded and on which it continues to operate.
The fact that those in favor of same-sex marriage made up a larger group of
people than those who opposed the State House debate of this legislation last
Wednesday is a testament to the changing times and to the importance of the passing
of this bill. The protest brought forth by various Christian groups and Church
representatives seems frivolous and tiresome, for I think that it should be clear by
now that no religious belief or quote from the Bible can trump the constitutional
call for equality. It amazes me that in 2011, some people still willingly and gladly
show off their ignorance with their unfounded objections and their hateful
accusations. I hope that the legislators and voters of Rhode Island, as well as the
rest of the United States and world, stand up for what is right and for what is just.
Besides the obvious civil rights aspect of this issue, The Providence Journal
also points out that the benefits of passing this bill go beyond the ideas of
basic equality and liberty. The article suggested that allowing same-sex
marriage could have potential economic benefits for the state, since many
additional weddings would be occurring, which would mean that lots of
caterers, florists, entertainers, and planners would become employed. Passing
this legislation would also finally end the unfair obstacles and prejudicial
difficulties that same-sex couples face when trying to conceive and adopt
children. I think that time has shown that the traditional married man
and woman with children is by no means the only form of a loving family.
Legalizing same-sex marriage now will send a very positive message to
today's younger generations and will hopefully help to eliminate prejudices
and stereotypes for future generations. This bill is Rhode Island's chance to
show whether or not it stands with justice and whether or not it is moving
forward, rather than sticking with an outdated and discriminatory falsehood.

What is the Muslim Brotherhood?
by Katie Davenport '14
World Staff

Egypt
Thousands of people rallied on
the streets of Egypt demanding that
President Hosni Mubarak resign
after 30 years in power. One group
actively involved in the continuing
protest for democracy is the Muslim
Brotherhood. The involvement of
the Muslim Brotherhood concerns
many individuals who are unaware
or suspicious of the Brotherhood's
seemingly good intentions. Before
forming an opinion about the Muslim
Brotherhood, it is highly important to
consider the historical background.
The Muslim Brotherhood is a
religious and political group based
on the belief that Islam is not only a
religion, but a way of life. According
to CNN, the Muslim Brotherhood is
moving away from secularism and
returning to the Qur'an as the guide
for maintaining healthy families
and communities. Hassan al-Banna,
an Egyptian school teacher, formed
the group in Egypt during 1928; the
Muslim Brotherhood has thus been
a part of the political sphere for over
80 years. Initially, al-Banna and his
supporters united to rid Egypt of
British control, fight corruption, and
resist a new Jewish state.
At first, the group focused on
education, religion, and social services,
but as membership increased, the
group moved into the political scene
and organized protests against the
Egyptian government. In the 1930s,
al-Banna established an armed wing
that targeted political leaders in Egypt
and carried out several operations
against prominent Jews. The wing
was blamed for a sequence of violent
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Muslim Brotherhood Supreme Guide Mahdi Akef is depicted above.

acts, including the assassination of
Egyptian Prime Minister Mahmud
Fahmi al-Nuqrashi in 1948, shortly
after he commanded the Brotherhood
terminate itself.
CNN reports that the movement
went underground during the
1950s.
Decades
of
oppressive
Egyptian leaders followed, which
put many of the group's members
in jail and forced others to flee the
country. The Muslim Brotherhood
still managed to grow throughout
the 1980s because of an increased
interest in Islam. The United
States' invasion of Iraq in 2003 also
expanded membership.
Today, the Brotherhood is the
oldest
and
largest
opposition
group in Egypt, inspiring Islamist

movements worldwide.
Egyptian
law, however, bans all parties based
on religion, so the group is illegal.
Members therefore contest elections
as independents. The Brotherhood
has widespread support among
Egypt's middle classes. There are also
branches of the Muslim Brotherhood
in countries across the Middle East,
as well as North and East Africa. A
branch even exists in the United States.
The Muslim Brotherhood officially
claims to be against the use of
violence, but many people have not
let go of the group's violent past,
worrying that they want to take
over and believing that militant
Islamism is on the way. Former
Israeli diplomat Eli Avidar believes
that democratic elections enabled the

militant Islamist Hamas movement
in Gaza to transpire. "President Bush
and Condi Rice pressured the State
of Israel to allow democratic elections
in the Palestinian Authority and
what happened was that Hamas took
over and these were the first and last
democratic elections," Avidar argued.
He fears that the Muslim Brotherhood
could similarly take over in Egypt.
"If they go and take the leadership
because of democratic elections,
I believe that democracy will not
continue in Egypt because the fact is,
the second that they take power, they
will not leave it," he explains.
In contrast, Essam El-Errian, a
member of the guidance council of
the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt,
explains that the group is not planning
to take over. He states, "[W]e aim to
achieve reform and rights for all: not
just for the Muslim Brotherhood, not
just for Muslims, but for all Egyptians.
We do not intend to take a dominant
role in the forthcoming political
transition. We are not putting forward
a candidate for the presidential
elections scheduled for September."
El-Errian
further
explains
that
religion continues to be a significant
part of their lives, and they embrace
democracy in accordance with their
Islamic values of freedom and justice.
All people can justifiably have
concerns; however, is relentlessly
judging the past and focusing on
the unknown fair to the Muslim
Brotherhood? Some people do not
believe that the Brotherhood can
change, and some will not even give
the group a chance to do so. Others
fortunately realize that it is possible
for a group to learn lessons from its
previous mistakes.

Questions? Comments? Concerns? E-mail us at cowlworldnews@gmail.com
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New Confession App for
Apple Products

Bbble in Social
u
MediaSector?
by Andrew Gellert '13
Asst. World Editor

by Becca Larrivee '13
World Staff

Tech

Tech

The Wall Street journal reports that Twitter has recently been valued at $10 billion
during purchase talks with Google and Facebook. Twitter, a microblogging social
network company, made about $45 million in revenue last year. Twitter actually
posted a net loss due to spending money on new hires and infrastructure. The
Wall Street Journal also revealed another high valuation for a tech company:
Zynga, the corporation behind Facebook games such as FarmVille and CityVille,
received a seven billion dollar valuation as it talked to investors about raising
funding. Facebook, Linkedln, and Groupon have also garnered high valuations
in the past year. These companies all share a few important attributes in that
they are all privately-owned, are all connected to social media, and have
valuations that far outstrip their revenue gains. It is difficult to estimate how
much these new startups are actually worth, because most of them do not release
detailed financial statements to the public. It is safe to say, however, that investor
fascination with social media companies has probably driven the perceived
worth of such businesses far above their actual value. Twitter's valuation of $10
billion is more than 200 times greater than its revenue. For reference, $10 billion
is greater than the real gross domestic product of almost 40 countries. Facebook's
recent $50 billion valuation ranks it worth more than half the countries in
the world.
The most obvious reason for these inflated numbers is advertising power.
Social media companies collect a great deal of information about their users,
which marketers can use to craft targeted and efficient ads directed at specific
demographics. But without solid revenue numbers from some of the largest
social media corporations, investors can only guess how well advertisers are
actually capitalizing on this data. Certainly, Twitter projects a large revenue gain
for 2011, expecting about $100 million, but investors have to deal with concrete
statements, especially in the murky world of advertising.
A more worrying explanation lies hidden in the psychology of investment and
bidding: investors have been caught up in a frenzy of speculation and unrealistic
expectations. Such speculation is not unheard of, as anyone who bought a house
in the past decade can tell you. If the social media sector is rising on a fragile
bubble of poorly thought-out projections and excited funding, investors and
financiers could be in for a painful readjustment when their pet startups fail to
realize their expected value. Of course, it is always possible that these companies
live up to their valuations and begin to post enormous gains from advertising
revenue. Investors should be wary of less rosy scenarios despite the enthusiasm
social media companies have attracted. Rapidly rising prices founded on future
value, especially when the investment has posted losses or small gains relative
to the size of its fundraising, should be a warning sign.

For those Catholics who enjoy using technology in their daily lives, a recently
released Apple app hopes to aid with one part of your faith life. Confession: A
Roman Catholic app is now available through iTunes and is intended for use on the
Apple iPhone, iTouch, and iPad. One unique feature of this app, when compared to
other religious apps, is the fact that it has been approved by the Vatican. Confession,
which was developed by Little iApps, "allows Catholics to examine their conscience
based on personalized factors such as age, sex, and marital status" according to the
BBC. The Apple site states that "after downloading the apps, users have the ability
to select which sins they have committed from a prepared list or add sins that are
not covered in the original examination of conscience." After going through the
process of confession, users have the ability to choose from one of seven Acts of
Contrition and are then encouraged to seek out a member of clergy for Absolution.
The app can support more than one user, each with password protection for privacy.
According to the Apple site, "[T]he text of this app was developed in collaboration
with Rev. Thomas G. Weinandy, OFM, and Executive Director of the Secretariat for
Doctrine and Pastoral Practices of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
and Rev. Dan Scheidt, pastor of Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Mishawaka, IN.
The app received an imprimatur from Bishop Kevin C. Rhodes of the Diocese of
Fort Wayne - South Bend. It is the first known imprimatur to be given for an iPhone/
iPad app." It is very important to remember that although this appears to be a handy
substitute for a face-to-face confession, it is not intended to replace the sacrament of
Reconciliation, which is celebrated with a priest or member of the clergy.
Although it is the first time an app has received an imprimatur, or blessing from
the Catholic Church, the move to technology by the Church is simply part of an
ongoing process. The move to technology was something that Pope Benedict XVI
discussed in his World Communications Address on Jan. 24. In his statement to the
public, the Pope encouraged the use of technology and advocated the use of social
network sites such as Facebook and blogs as a way for young Catholics to share
information about their faith. However, the Holy Father also stated that he believed
it was important "that virtual contact cannot and must not take the place of direct
human contact with people at every level of our Eves," according to the BBC. Over
the last four years, the Vatican has embraced technology as a means of keeping in
contact with its worldwide membership. The Catholic Church has a presence on
three of the major social networks. One may recognize the user name "Vatican"
on YouTube, where the Church posts all important faith messages from the Pope
and other members of the clergy and is available in English, Italian, German, or
Spanish. Benedict XVI also has a Twitter account where he tweets to followers about
embracing and maintaining their faith. On the Facebook platform, users have the
option of sending postcards to each other featuring the face of the pontiff.

How Much Are You Willing to Pay for Ray?
By: Arman Oganisian T 3, World Editor

A few days ago. my friends and 1 arrived at ray to have some lunch before our afternoon classes. We took the
tour around. The food in the “Classics” section was terrible; the raviolis at “Center Stage” looked half-cooked:
the meat in “Theme Cuisine” didn’t even look real!
We grabbed our meals, sniped the corner booth, and started complaining about our forced compromise with
mediocrity. “We pay so much money and this is what we get - burger and fries,” said one unhappy camper.
“Yeah, and sometimes they serve the same meals at lunch and dinner,” said another. The gears in my mind
started spinning and my inner economist was unleashed.
We pay roughly S2500 a semester for a 19-meals-per-week plan and the food is still terrible. The eggs at
the salad bar come in bags filled with yellow liquid. The cheese on the pizza is processed and comes in a box.
“Okay,” I said, “you want better food. How much more are you willing to pay? It’s going to cost the company
more to get actual eggs and real grated cheese on the pizza. You also have to pay more for labor because the
food preparation is more labor-intensive.” The company is not going to suffer these costs without increasing
their price. The cost of the better quality food at Ray will be passed dow n to us.
I asked everyone at the table how much more they would be w illing to pay for better quality food. Currently,
with a 19 meal-per-week plan, we pay $7.93 per meal. This cost covers service, unlimited food, and drinks.
You can have a three course meal three times a day for this price. A similar deal at a quality place like Olive
Garden, TGI Fridays, or Applebee s would cost you at least three times the amount of Ray’s price! Let’s round it
off and say it is $25 per meal. This is a conservative estimate considering it takes into account the three course
meal and drinks. The total cost for a semester at this price would be $7875 per semester! At, $7.93, the cost of
a 19-meal-per-week plan for a semester is approximately $2500.
The next time we all sit down and complain at Ray, just remember that if you want better food, you’d better
be willing to pay a little over $5000 more per semester!
by Arman Oganisian '13, World Editor
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Students Respond:
Hold That Door!
Pelle '11 And Students Agree:
Macasaquit '11 Was Wrong
To Link Chivalry and Sexism
by Ally Pelle 'll
Commentary Staff

RESPONSE

Some of you may remember one of my
first articles last semester, expressing my
desire to be a full-time version of today's
housewife and mother. I'm sure quite a
number of readers found this to be a rather
counter-productive mentality. While I do
feel strongly drawn to these traditional
ideals of raising a family and creating
a home, I am in no way discounting the
opportunities that women have been
granted. I fiercely value my independence,
my education, and the things I will be able
to do in the future with them. However,
when I read fellow Cowler Jayo Miko
Macasaquit's article disparaging the acts of
chivalry, I found myself feeling a jab from
what may be the only feminist bone in my
body. Jayo presents many valid points. I
agree, he was the rightful owner of that
t-shirt and the young lady sitting behind
him wrongfully took his property simply
because she felt a sense of entitlement.
Just last week, I had a conversation
with another woman who said, "there
has never been a golden age for women.
There are no good old days." I couldn't
believe how simple and true her statement
really was. Think about it: Women went
from being oppressed, to fighting for
their rights, to performing subservient
roles as housewives and being treated
like trophies, now only to be continually
told they can't be hired or paid as much
as an equally capable man. Who is to say

that we don't deserve to have our chairs
pulled out for us? The act of pulling out
a chair isn't to say, "here, delicate flower, I
know you simply cannot handle this task
on your own for fear you may break your
porcelain casing. Let me assist you in the
arduous task of sitting." Rather, it is an act
of respect. The act of opening a door or
pulling out a chair is recognition of the fact
that women don't need to be taken care of,
but sometimes, it is nice to show that we
care for one another rather than saying it.
Of course, women can pull out their own
chairs. All parties involved are well aware
of that fact. But what's the harm in saying,
"Hey, let me get that for you." If a man
opens a door for a woman, the gesture
should imply something like "I know
you spent the last hour and a half making
yourself look nice for this outing. All I did
was take a shower and put on a shirt and
jeans. Thanks for doing that. I'm really glad
you wanted to come out tonight." More
than that, it should signify a thank you to
all the women who raise children, clean
houses, cook meals, and keep families
together. It should imply "thank you" for
experiencing childbirth. Even though not
every woman has experienced child birth.
Women, especially in today's society,
are expected to be superhumans. They are
taught to be refined, polite, and groomed,
and to present themselves in dozens of
different ways. Women push themselves
physically, academically, and emotionally.
Especially on college campuses, girls are
forced to be the most put-together versions
of themselves at virtually all times. Maybe
we do it to ourselves. I've noticed when
visiting friends on other campuses or
discussing the particular boy-girl cultures

Photo courtesy of thesocietypages.org

at various colleges, Providence seems to be a bit different. It starts
freshman year. The droves of bros are placed on pedestals by insecure
girls just looking for attention and acceptance. They flock to Guzman
Hall at the end of the night and set the dynamic for the next four
years. I can't understand why the boys at Providence are seen as gods
for doing nothing more than throwing on dirty jeans and a backwards
Red Sox hat, while "forgetting" to shave. But girls let guys get away
with treating them as objects when they keep coming back for more.
On a larger scale, the idea of chivalry should not just apply to
women. I know that I hold a door for anyone walking behind me,
even if they are several steps behind and I may have to wait. I pull the
door open when walking with girlfriends and allow them to go before
me as a sign of respect and friendship. If chivalry is truly dead, then
people won't ever feel the need to do nice things for each other just
because they can. Chivalry isn't stupid. It's refreshing.

Student Responses: page 13

The Racism Behind Black History Month
by Beatriz Forster '14
Commentary Staff

SOCIETY

Every February, we celebrate —
nope, not just Valentine's Day —
Black History Month. We've been
hearing about this commemoration
since we were kids, exposed to the
stories of significant people like
Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Since 1976, Americans have
marked February as Black History
Month. However, in all these years,
I wonder how many of us have
actually stopped to consider what
we're doing. We're setting aside a
single month of the year (and the
shortest one at that) to honor an
ethnicity that today constitutes
approximately 13 percent of the
population, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Can you imagine designating
each month to celebrate the cultural
achievements
of
a
particular
segment of society? Why isn't
March Caucasian History Month?
Such a designation would make
sense considering that we honor
Black Americans the month before,
right? But the notion that certain

Sound racist? I don't think
so. What is racist, however, is
segregation. Segregating a month
of the year exclusively to one
group of people. Listen to what
Morgan Freeman has to say on the
subject: "Why would you relegate
my history to a single month?"
Rather
than
elevating
the

WHY ISN’T MARCH CAUCASIAN
HISTORY MONTH?
groups only merit attention once
every 12 months is ludicrous!
We shouldn't be celebrating
African American heritage one
month
and
Asian
American
heritage the next. The beauty of
America is that it is the incredible
melting pot of an enormous variety
of cultures and peoples. What we
should celebrate 12 months a year
is
Americanism —white,
black,
yellow, and red.

importance of the contributions
of Black Americans, Black History
Month simply degrades them. The
commemoration suggests a need to
artificially and randomly recall the
names of famous African Americans
during the month of February. The
implication is that without the
dedication of this month, no one
would ever mention important
Black Americans. I challenge this
assertion because I recognize the

value of Black Americans to the
formation of an American identity,
and I refuse to satisfy myself
with
simply
apportioning
its
significance within the duration of
28 days.
So, I'm sorry, Ray. 1 understand
your intention, but hanging pictures
of important Black Americans in the
cafeteria simply sends the wrong
message. Of course we should
remember people brave enough
to risk their lives in order to fight
for freedom and civil rights, but
we shouldn't just do it in February.
Instead, I challenge you to make
not only February, but every month
Black, Asian, Hispanic, Native,
and Caucasian American History
Month. Better yet, let's make every
month about remembering all of
the laudable Americans that have
preceded us and continue to inspire
us every day.
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A Picture Should Be Worth
A Thousand Words

Who
This
Writes

by Kaylee Miller '13
Commentary Staff

STUFF?

CULTURE

(Beatriz Forster ’14)
Major:
Political Science and History Double Major

Hometown:
Bethesda, Maryland

Fun Fact:
I speak Portuguese fluently.

Where to Find Her:
In the Dore study lounge.

Personal Catch Phrase:
“Wow.”

Annoys Her Most:
Hypocrisy and when people walk really slowly
or stop in the middle of the hallway.

Most Passionate About:
Catholicism, conservatism, writing, knowledge, and
politics.

There are a number of things that
we college students get in the habit of
doing. It might be checking Facebook
every five minutes or arriving for
Civ late each day or maybe even
spending too much money when we
go out on the weekends. But one of
the things that we have become most
used to is incessantly taking pictures.
Somewhere over the past few years,
posing for pictures and snapping the
skinny arm has become an obsession
among teenagers and college students
everywhere. I'll be the first to admit, I
enjoy taking a picture with my friends
wnile engaging in weekend activities.
But at some point, it becomes too
much. The pictures are repetitive,
their qualities diminished, and, quite
frankly, I get tired of looking at myself.
Taking pictures wasn't always as
fashionable as it is today. I remember
when I was younger and I absolutely
dreaded Picture Day. There was
nothing I enjoyed less than posing for
a picture. Taking pictures was reserved
for that terrible day in the school year,
and maybe the occasional picture of my
soccer team. But as we have all grown
older over the past five to ten years,
we have had an influx of technology—
digital cameras, Facebook, Twitter,
iPhones, and Blackberrys. These have
made the ability to share our pictures
easier than making a phone call.
Posting pictures for the world to see
has become a nice way to show others
little snippets from our lives, but I
think that it has taken away from the
fun of living in the moment.
We have Mark Zuckerburg to
thank for much of this obsession

with photography. As most of us saw
in The Social Network, Facebook is
an empire that has expanded from
school to school and has slowly added
applications including relationship
statuses, poking, wall posts, and
eventually picture tagging. And
before Zuckerburg could even say
"Winklevoss," there were thousands of
girls in their Saturday best, rocking the
skinny arm and a reel cup for the world
to see. We take pictures on a Friday
night, and 12 hours later, one of them
has already become our profile picture,
and "liked" by three people. Simply
put: sharing our pictures over the
Internet has become a way of proving
to others that we are capable of having
fun. We feel the need to justify the
fact that we have friends and enjoy
spending time with one another on the
weekends. But let's face it, a night out
at a bar is not a glamorous Hollywood
event; it is what college students do
to blow off some steam. We may even
be taking pictures as a way of proving
to ourselves that we are having fun,
rather than proving it to others.
I am not writing this article as an
attack against all forms of photography.
I think pictures have allowed our
memories to live on forever. But when
we take pictures in excess, we diminish
the meaning of them altogether. Rather
than using the camera for a few special
occasions, we use it on every occasion.
When I am older and looking back on
my college years, I am not going to
care about what I was doing on that
random weekend in October or what
my friends were wearing on Country
Night at McPhail's. I want the special
memories: Holidays, JRW, or the
"Done With Civ" celebration. Years
from now, we will see how much these
pictures and memories truly mean.

Tiffany & Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time
Dear Sighing,
As much as I understand
that rejection hurts, you're not
going to get any game by acting
like the most pathetic lion in
the pride, so I'm begging you,
stop moping around in self-pity
before you reach the land of
the irredeemably hopeless (or if you get there,
say hey to Earl for me!). Although I sympathize
with your present condition, I feel it necessary
to question how invested you are in this girl.
The fact that you choose to refer to her as "Tall
Sexy Blonde" (hereafter referred to as TSB) lends
evidence to the fact that you hardly know her.
Beauty is only skin deep; all those bodacious
TSBs will one day be as old and wrinkly as your
grandmother's tube socks.
My suggestion is that you look beyond
the superficialities and get to know her better
before you dub her the girl of your dreams. You
should probably start by asking if she's single. If
perchance your target has already found a mate,
urgently retreat. However, if you're still looking
for some twisted, perverse strategy to stealing
TSB's affections (and thus provoking the wrath of
her burly, hockey-player boyfriend) keep in mind
that flirting with another guy's girlfriend may not
only leave you humiliated, but may also land you
in the hospital.. .or a cemetery plot.

Tiffany

This Week:
A Tall, Sexy Problem

Dear Tiffany & Earl,

I just found out that this girl I'm infatuated with,
who I refer to as 'Tail, Sexy Blond," is dating a
guy on the hockey team. What should I do?

-Sighing in Slavin

Dear Sigh,
Well, isn't that a little
vague? No other details? I
guess putting your love out on
a newspaper like this makes
sense, but that could always
go sour pretty quickly.
On one side, she could
finally realize that there is someone else
searching
for
her
Tall-and-Sexy-andBlondey-heart and leave her bf to search for
your lonely heart in Slavin. And, on the other
side, she could find this all really creepy and
find a way to get as far away from you as
possible, breaking your heart in the process.
As I like to sing in the shower, "owner of a
broken heart is much better than an owner of
a lonely heart." So, hopefully she finds this
creepy and gets away from you, so that you
have a broken heart instead of a lonely one...
wait, I don't know if that makes sense...
Either way, put your feelings out there. If
she gets the message, you wait-and-see. If
not, you find her boyfriend and fight him for
her honor. Again, this might not make sense,
since her boyfriend is a hockey player, but
you could always give it a (slap)shot. Haha,
get it? Like what they do in hockey?
All right, great talk, see you out there.

EARL
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Letters to the Editor
Students Respond To Claim That Chivalry Represses Women, Promotes Sexism
I had yet to pick up The Cowl when a friend called me over to show me an article
he thought I might find interesting. So I followed the advice of my good friend, read
the article, and came to find out that I was making my female friends feel inferior
by holding the door open for them. In my curiosity, I had several conversations
with my friends, who all said that they, in no way, feel inferior, nor do they feel that
chivalrous gestures contain sexist undertones. Personally, I hold the door for a lady
out of courtesy and respect for her dignity as a woman, not because I want to be
in a superior position. I am too disgusted with the notion that my actions could be
making women susceptible to rape to even acknowledge that portion of the article. I
am certain that I am not alone in these feelings. I was not raised as a sexist, but rather
as someone courteous and capable of waiting my turn. I would like to present a
different challenge than that offered in "Don't Hold the Door This Valentine's Day."
Hold the door for everyone, not because you want to feel superior, but because
serving one another is what God calls us all to do.
— Chris Pedraita '13
After reading Jayo's article last week, I want to clarify to the readership of The Cowl
what chivalry is intended to mean. Chivalry is not sexism, but is rooted in a sense of
charity, devotion, and duty towards women.
When a man opens a door for a woman, he does not do so because he thinks
her incapable. Opening up a door, however seemingly insignificant, is still a small
inconvenience for anyone, man or woman. And so a man—because he ought to love
and cherish women as the wonderful beings that they are—should go out of his way
to selflessly remove all of these inconveniences in a lady's life.
It is not to demean women or imply their inferiority. In fact, chivalry originated
because men exalted women and thought that they shouldn't be bothered by the
messy trivialities of life.
Ultimately, I'm not here to say that the many things Jayo wrote were entirely false.
Men today have fallen rather far from what they once were. Some participate in
these extravagant gestures in disingenuous ways, but not all actions are the "small
messages of inferiority" of which Jayo speaks. I'm only here to remind everyone of
what I know in my heart to be true: chivalry is a righteous, virtuous, and honorable
code of conduct.
Allow me to leave you with one final, rather disturbing image: this past Friday
night while on campus, I noticed a boy and a girl walking into a residence hall. The
boy was wearing a hoodie and a light jacket. The girl next to him was clutching her
folded arms in a thin dress. Granted, the dress was a poor choice, but how could any
self-respecting man stand by and not at least offer his jacket to a shivering girl? Call
me an old-fashioned bigot, but I'd rather be caught dead than be so inconsiderate to
any person, man or woman.
— Corey Plante '11

Sweatshop Speaker Lacked Humanity
While the speech by Dr. Powell was definitely insightful and thought-provoking,
there was one major aspect it lacked—empathy. It can be difficult to reconcile
economics and ethics, but it is another issue altogether to be downright insensitive.
The economics behind sweatshops is nothing new to most economics students; we
understand the unfortunate reality that they are a stepping stone on the path to
economic growth. It is also true that anytime the costs of production increase, supply
shifts inward and thus, increases the price of the product. That is an economic fact,
and there is really nothing we, as consumers, can do to change this, outside of paying
more for products made in safer, more humane working conditions.
Yes, as Dr. Powell stated, it seems highly unfair that foreign consumers are
making decisions for the workers. And yes, workers probably do choose to make
the extra few cents an hour in place of safer conditions and bathroom breaks. But
do the managers actually give their workers full knowledge of their choices? I find it
highly unlikely that these exploited workers were sat down and fully explained their
options. Even small changes to the work environment, along with a small decrease
in wage, means big changes in workers' safety.
The bottom line is these people are being horribly exploited, and to ignore
their problems and actually praise them is downright callous. We are left in a sort
of helpless limbo. Do we continue supporting the exploitation? But how can we
sit back when childrens' only options are working in horrific conditions, physical
labor, or prostitution? We can't. But we can seek to support and foster programs for
educational and human development, thus allowing workers and, more importantly,
children to be better educated, more skilled, and better paid. This will help us, as a
society, rise above the "sweatshop" phase of development faster.
— Christine Ferris '11

Junior Defends Physical Plant
This past summer, I was employed by the Physical Plant of Providence College.
If there is one thing I took with me into the school year, it is that the Physical Plant
is made up of the unsung heroes that slave over our campus to keep it in working
fashion. They landscape the campus, take care of the heating and air conditioning
systems, work with the electrical systems, transport heavy furniture all around
campus, work with the locks, take care of the fire alarm systems, and much, much
more. If you take a second to think about it, the amount of responsibility that is laid
upon them is overwhelming.
It does not surprise me that inexperienced freshmen, looking to make a scene,
would take the immature stance to call out the Physical Plant employees after
tirelessly working day and night to try and clear the snow so that the students and
faculty can make it to class. Snow removal is, again, just one of the many jobs that the
Physical Plant has to take care of, and with record-setting snow levels, this is not an
easy feat. When you receive your e-mail that class has been canceled from your warm
room (thank you Physical Plant), remember that there are several hard working men
still out there clearing the snow; they don't get the liberty of snow days. I truly hope
that those who have called out the Physical Plant send them a sincere apology. My
other advice to these individuals: grow up, wear some boots, and stop complaining.
— Conor Flattery '12

In "Don't Hold the Door this Valentine's Day," Jayo Miko Macasaquit argues
that chivalry towards women is sexist and actually harms women. Men who treat
women with special attention or care (for example, by holding doors) reinforce
gender inequalities. I commend Macasaquit's ironically chivalrous attempt to
defend women from harm, but I believe that he is mistaken.
When I hold a door for a woman, I don't do it because I think she is incompetent
or that I am better than her. Rather, I do it as a sign of respect for the special
dignity she has as a woman. Perhaps the idea that men and women have inherent
dignity is old-fashioned, but it is far more beautiful than anything you might see
on an episode of Jersey Shore.
In order to uphold the dignity of women, what we must strive for is not the
destruction of traditional chivalry, but rather the fostering of a culture of love, in
which the dignity of all is respected. To the cynical, this might seem unrealistic.
Indeed, none of us needs to look further than our own life to see how often
humans fail to respect each other. Yet by standing up for this virtue of respect,
little by little, we will be able to make ourselves and our society that much better.
Even if chivalry is "stupid" as Macasaquit concludes, stupidity done out of
unselfish, loving respect is still beautiful and good in my book.
— Curtis Miller '12
Today, someone held the door open for me. I said, "thank you!" and smiled.
Chivalry is doing something nice for a woman out of respect and out of a desire
to honor her. It doesn't hold women back; rather, it places them on the pedestal
appropriate to them (There is a similar pedestal for men, but that is a different
matter entirely). By holding a door open for a girl or by pulling out a chair for her,
a guy isn't saying that he thinks she is incapable of doing those things for herself;
rather, he is saying that he respects her enough to want to do kind things for her.
Chivalry requires a guy to be a true gentleman; someone who treats all women,
in fact, all people, with a respect that says, "I will do things for you because I
want to and because you deserve to have nice things done for you."
What do people do when they see someone important Eke the president, a
celebrity, or even a big shot CEO? They open doors for them and pull out chairs
for them. Why? Surely it isn't to make them appear weak. And it certainly isn't
because they don't believe they are capable of doing those things for themselves.
People act that way because they respect that person or believe that they deserve
to have nice things done for them.
Real chivalry shares this same motive, namely respect. Chivalry is kindness
and respect in action, and it is a sad society indeed that would look down upon
kindness and respect towards women.
So, hold the door, pull out a chair, walk her back to her dorm, and hand over
that t-shirt. Remind us girls that although princes, fairy tales, and happily-everafters might not exist, true gentlemen do.
— Emily Rossi '13

Pro-Sweatshop Speech Should Not Have Been Allowed
As a member of Sweat Free PC, an unofficial organization of students and
faculty in favor of raising the standards of working conditions in the factories
in which our bookstore's apparel is made, and as a Catholic who tries to put
her values into action, I was disappointed, at best, to read Christine Rouselle's
front page article, "Speaker Praises Sweatshop Labor" from last week's edition
of The Cowl. Upon reading the article, I found it frightening that an economics
department at a Catholic institution would support a lecturer such as Benjamin
Powell who "Praises Sweatshop Labor."
While I was not able to attend Powell's lecture, I heard about it and followed
up by reading Rouselle's article. I do realize that the purpose of the lecture
was educational, but I genuinely worry that a lecture and article of this nature
has the power to perpetuate a culture of complacency on this campus and
in the economic and business worlds into which some of our students will
eventually enter.
Our mission clearly states that, "The College actively cultivates intellectual,
spiritual, ethical, and aesthetic values within the context of the Judeo-Christian
heritage." The Judeo-Christian heritage is one of struggle and oppression
leading to liberation and justice in the Risen Christ. The tenants of Catholic
Social Thought recognize and elevate the dignity of work as a labor for God
and as part of a full life on Earth in preparation for the next. Sweatshops, such
as the ones Powell endorses, create a living hell for their workers. Often women
in sweatshops are forced to go on birth control and abort their pregnancies,
as carrying a child would severely impair their nimbleness in such confining
quarters. The Judeo-Christian tradition is one of justice and mercy. Neither
justice nor mercy exists in sweatshops.
While I was unfortunately unable to attend this lecture, it seems from
Rouselle's article that Powell is encouraging us, as relatively wealthy Americans,
to accept horrible working conditions in the developing world as a matter of fact.
Furthermore, he encourages us to, "join him in loving sweatshops." I, for one,
will not be joining him in such a love of injustice, oppression, and violence. If we,
as Americans, Catholics, and educated citizens, accept sweatshops and similar
stopgap measures to poverty and global inequality, the gap between rich and
poor, educated and uneducated, obese and starving will not only continue, but
will also begin to broaden.
It is up to our generation to use our creative and God-given talents to create
solutions to injustice, not to 'love' them. If we continue to 'love' sweatshops
with our wallets, women will continue to be forced to abort their pregnancies,
children will continue to lose limbs, and I would argue that we, as global citizens
and sisters and brothers in Christ, will continue to suffer the pain which these
workers are forced to endure as a result of our complacency and indifference.
Instead, let's lecture our students of economics on effective, sustainable, and
community-based development of the Third World so that they have the tools
and knowledge to create change within this world in preparation for the next.
— Kathryn McCann '12
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Confront Injustices Of
Sweatshop Labor
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FAITH
MATTERS

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer

world workers should be asking for
or receiving. I ask, why not? It is our
As I walked home after our campus' candlelit Prayer Vigil for Peace tonight at
duty, not as members of industrially
St. Dominic Chapel, I found myself reflecting on the evening that was. The music
and economically advanced nations, was spectacular, and it was something that we have not seen before on campus. The
RESPONSE
but as human beings, to defend Footprints Gospel Choir joined forces with the PC Liturgical Choir and blew the doors off
others from injustice, to demand the chapel. The personal reflections on peace offered by students were both moving and
fairness, and to help all those who :
profound. But the thing that really got me was the cross-section of the community that
Benjamin Powell recently made cannot help themselves. This is our was represented in the chapel. There were Dominicans, faculty, staff, and administrators
a presentation inviting us to love human duty—to protect the inherent
present. There were students representing many different clubs and organizations
sweatshop labor. While I could not human dignity and rights of others.
including: Campus Ministry, BMSA, Friars Club, SHEPARD, Congress, BOP, Women
attend the presentation, I see it as my
I doubt that sweatshop owners are Will, AfroAm, and Admissions Ambassadors. And I'm sure I'm missing some.
duty to respond. I'm no economist, not making enough money to treat
As I thought about the events of the night, two quotations popped into my head, one
but I will still express my distaste workers fairly when they are so often from a president and the other from a self-described punk rock warlord. The first was
and disagreement with what Powell producing for high-power, high- uttered by Joe Strummer. You're all young to know this, but he was the lead singer for
revenue companies such as Nike or
had to say.
The Clash. (Come to think of it, you're probably too young for The Clash, too. No matter;
Most support of sweatshop labor Lacoste. These companies, perhaps, Google "the only band that matters" and see what comes up).
comes from companies outsourcing are asking for more production than is
Strummer said: "People can do anything. This is something that I'm beginning
labor in order to cut production costs. truly needed. I agree with Mr. Powell to learn. People are out there doing bad things to each other. That's because they've
Yet we pay high prices based on what that it is not as easy as protesting been dehumanized. IPs time to take the humanity back into the center of the ring and
these commodities cost to produce. these companies by not buying their follow that for a time ... Without people you're nothing. That's my spiel." Tonight we
Companies taking advantage of products; but we must not merely got together to pray for peace and unity on our campus and in our world. There was
outsourced labor do so in order to sit back and do nothing. We must file recognition that while people are in fact doing bad things to each other, this is not
lower their costs so that they might demand investigation and legislation an inescapable situation. Those at the vigil shared a deep desire to fight the currents of
that guarantees that these sweatshop dehumanization, to acknowledge the dignity of every person, and to strive to shape
use the profits elsewhere.
While sweatshops may provide laborers are paid a just wage for all our actions accordingly. With God's grace and daily help, we can do our best to put
a "better alternative for the average their work and are treated with the
humanity back into the center of the ring.
worker," it does not make them just respect that each of us is owed as
The other quotation was a line from the inaugural address of President John F.
or right. The idea that wage/profit is human beings. We must make sure | Kennedy. After laying out an ambitious program in one of the best speeches our nation
the only important consideration in that international bodies are fighting has ever known, Kennedy said: "All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days.
business is degrading; the dignity for the rights of those laborers who Nor will it be finished in the first one thousand days; nor in the life of this Administration;
nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. But let us begin." And that's where we
are now. The task of working towards a more just and peaceful community is daunting.
IT IS OUR DUTY TO DEFEND OTHERS
There was a relatively small crowd in the chapel tonight. But they came from every
FROM INJUSTICE
comer of the campus, diverse but united, sharing a common goal. And while none of us
may ever see this noble work to completion, we have begun.
by Tom Nailor '12
Guest Commentary

of each worker is important as well.
Equally important is the idea that the
point of work is not merely products
and profit, but also giving people
the power to work for their own
wage and not to depend on the aid
of others. The point of a just wage
is for people to be able to earn and
save so that they, and their families,
might lead a better life.
Giving workers the choice between
benefits and slightly higher salaries,
claiming that they only deserve one
or the other, is an infringement on
workers' rights. Those employers who
run sweatshops cannot force their
workers to choose one alternative.
By benefits, I do not mean anything
outrageous: the benefit of being
able to use the bathroom during the
workday, to go home at a reasonable
hour, or to take sick days. This is
not asking too much; it is asking
for justice. People deserve enough
to live on. They are expected to be
thrifty. They're not expected to sleep
in squalid, dangerous conditions, nor
to starve, work for 16+ hours straight,
or give birth at the factory because
they're not permitted to leave.
Powell
argues
that
more
economically advanced consumers
cannot dictate what benefits third

are being taken advantage of. We
do our part by not buying from
those companies that we know take
advantage of sweatshop labor.
Should these companies be less
concerned with pure profit and more
with their outsourced labor force
being paid and treated fairly? I doubt
many readers can say no as this
could potentially alienate people.
This is a concern for every single
one of us, yes, but I am particularly
disturbed that Providence College,
as a Catholic institution, allowed this
presentation on campus, especially
when they have so many times
before vehemently opposed others
which stand against Catholic values
that I need not mention here. I end
by pointing to papal encyclicals
on the subject, including "Rerum
Novarum," "Mater et Magistra,"
and "Laborem Exercens," for more
eloquent words than mine. Also
recommended is Naomi Klein's No
Logo for more information on the
dangers of sweatshops. I ask that
the Providence College community,
especially in its Catholic identity,
confront injustices in sweatshop
labor and speak out against those
who support it.

Disagree with us?

Send a Letter to the Editor
thecowl@providence.edu

The Shames Of A
Selfish Society
by Tommy Cody '13
Commentary Staff

SOCIETY

A true friend will act without the
presumption of reparation. His act
of kindness stems from his belief
in the immeasurable worth of his
friend's life. The state of friendship
in society serves as a good gauge
for what it values. If a society holds
friendship based on mutual self
sacrifice as an example, then it truly
values human life.
Now more than ever, people refuse
to make simple yet essential sacrifices
for each other. They will not put
aside their desires and go out of their
way to help a friend, and if they do,
they do so begrudgingly. A failure to
act on the acknowledgement of the
value of life negates a friendship.
Instead of a friendship, it becomes an
exploitation of a human life for one's
own personal satisfaction.
True friendship, based on the basic
tenant stated above, has been found
wanting in today's society. I cannot
help but notice the lack of men and
women who will sacrifice because they
believe that life is precious. Instead,
they seek a special excuse to shirk
their duties. "She is a grown woman!
She is perfectly capable of carrying
that upstairs." "He is a grown man!
He is perfectly capable of walking
back alone." Of course they are both
capable. But do you care enough to
help them? It is far too easy to cover
up an act of selfishness by appealing
to modern social constructs, such
as sexism and individualism. For
example, "If I try and help him carry

that big old T.V., then I will make him
feel like less of a person. No, I am
going to empower him and allow him
to struggle up the six flights of stairs
instead." This person covers their
selfish apathy with the social construct
of empowerment. There is something
to be said for encouraging someone to
accomplish things on his or her own.
Sometimes helping someone does
more harm than good. But we must
not extend this idea to all facets of life.
An effort to do so is nothing more than
an attempt to transform friendship
into a self-serving relationship made
for personal pleasure. One engaged in
such a relationship will find it vapid.
Selfishness, under the guise of a
popular social construct and desire
for fame and fortune, pervades
society, and friendship suffers the
hardest blow. Despite the recent
attacks on the foundation of
friendship lead by popular culture,
all is not lost. As Ralph Waldo
Emerson said, "this time, like all
times, is a very good one, if we
but know what to do with it." The
course of action is very clear. It is
precisely that—action. Do not be
content to serve your own needs
and disregard those of others. If
you follow this path, you will find
it insipid despite the rrtaterial perks
and popularity that may ensue. The
correct path rarely diverts you from
conflict, the warring interests of
popular society, and a deeper sense
of duty. Turn your back on popular
culture and refuse to make excuses
and follow the crowd. Your life, the
lives of your friends, and the lives
of all people are far too valuable
to be wasted if you flounder in the
waters of selfishness.
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$200,000 Should Bring
Post-College Success, Right?
by Kerry Vaughan '12
Commentary Staff

REFLECTION
GREs, LSATs, and MCATs, oh, my!
And Dorothy thought lions, tigers, and
bears were something to fear—clearly
someone was under the impression
that Auntie Em and Uncle Henry were
going to support her forever. I think it's
safe to say that we'd all much rather
duke it out with a lion, a tiger, and a
bear all at once than try to find a job
out in the real world. But, there comes
a time in everyone's college career
when the question goes from being:
"What do you
want to be when
you grow up?" —
to—"what do you
want to do with
your life now that
you're all grown
up?" And it's at
this very moment
that you realize—
you're
not
in
Kansas anymore.
If this hasn't
happened to you
yet, rest assured,
it will. And it
seems to me that
whether
you're
going for a B.A. or
a B.S., the chances
of you getting a
job right out of
college in this
day and age are
like your chances
of winning the
lottery — you're
more likely to get struck by lightning.
So what do you do? How do you
prepare for it? GRE, LSAT, or MCAT—
which poison do you pick? I wish I
could answer these questions. But,
since I'm a mere mortal college junior,
just as confused as the rest of you, I'll
simply offer my opinion on the matter.
"There just aren't a lot of jobs out
there"—nine simple words that are
as discouraging as they are true. Law
school graduates aren't finding work
anymore. Teachers are being let go
left and right. The health care system
is going down the drain—and let's be
honest, who can get into medical school
these days, anyway? It's scary when a
$200,000 liberal arts education has the
potential to leave you in debt, working
a job you're not genuinely happy with,
and living at home with your parents.

I often ask myself if there's a certain
major at PC that provides you with
the best chances of finding a good
job; suffice it to say I've yet to find an
answer to that question. If there's one
thing I don't like about Providence, it's
that we don't have many career-specific
programs and majors. Sure, we have so
called "pre-med and pre-law tracks,"
but in other schools, students enrolled
in programs for things like nursing
and kinesiology actually get some
undergraduate clinical experience—
we don't get much of that here. And
when push comes to shove, I think this
lack of experience can be detrimental.
It's not the most promising of
scenarios that we find ourselves in,
but as cliche as it
sounds, I think
the only thing we
can do is to simply
push on. The worst
thing
that
can
happen would be
to wake up twenty
years from now
and find yourself
doing something
that makes you
miserable. And so,
I think it's essential
that we find what
it is that makes
us happy now,
before it's too late.
Is this to say that
somewhere down
the road you're
not going to have
to sit down on a
Saturday afternoon
and
take
an
epically long test
that
determines
your future? Well, nice as that would
be, it's highly unlikely. But, I think
when it comes down to it, persistence is
everything. If you want something bad
enough and you do everything in your
power to go after it, well then, it's only
a matter of time until it's yours. At least
that's what I'd like to think; but then
again, I'm just a cautiously optimistic
college student hoping that there's a
place in the real world for me. So here's
my advice: take your future one day at a
time, do what you love, and work hard
enough so that your $200,000 liberal
arts education pays off one day. For as
the wise Ferris Bueller once put it: "Life
moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and
look around every once and a while,
you could miss it."
Photo courtesy of doctormacro.com
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Total Immune System Crash. All winter break I thought to myself: "Hey
body, if you're going to get sick, could you please do it now?" After all, I
would so much rather be sick at home than at school. I waited and waited. I
even tried to make myself sick so that this wouldn't happen. I went so far as to
get in my best friend's face when she had strep throat and beg her to breathe
on me. But I failed. I knew that my sickness was inevitable. You guessed it.
Just as things started to get busier last week, my body failed me. I got sick.
For weeks my roommates had been passing around the same bug. I had been
bragging that my immune system must be as solid as a rock. Well, eventually
I, too, fell victim. I woke up last Wednesday morning to my body shaking and
achy, throat ablaze, nose running like a faucet, and a fever. No one escapes
their annual winter cold. The only question is: Will you or one of your friends
be next? Therefore, I implore all of you to load up on that Vitamin C, get all
the sleep you can, and bundle up, because it's coming! — Jenn DiPirro '12

Sports, Not Soaps. Let's be clear, watching ESPN is a pretty college thing
to do, especially when it is at the expense of finishing that term paper.
Watching the highlight reel from the latest games in college hoops or getting
the latest on the muscle spasms in Tiger Wood's lower back is what ESPN
does well. Part of what makes this network successful is its reliable coverage
of the most important areas of sports. Why ESPN chooses to intersperse tear
jerking, emotionally over-laden vignettes about young athletes cut down
in their prime is beyond me. Don't get me wrong, these "hometown hero"
stories tug at my heartstrings, too. But ESPN is not cut out for this type of
dramatic storytelling. The story arc becomes formulaic: As Jimmy took his
final breathes on the operating table, he turned to his teammate and said, "win the
big game for me. Never give up." Taken in their right context —in local papers
and on the local evening news —these stories are powerful and meaningful
for a community. On ESPN, the viewer is distant and disconnected. One
story merges into the next and the actual names and lives of the individuals
become irrelevant. What is more, placing the latest update on Tiger Wood's
promiscuity back-to-back with such a visceral drama renders the latter
less authentic. The type of audience that watches Sportscenter for the latest
breaking news in sports is not going to intentionally watch such stories,
but might sit through them for half an hour to get to the next update on the
UCONN game. Moral of the story: ESPN should stick to sports, let Lifetime
stick to sentimental drama. — Ewen Finser '12

Traditions Spread Love. We all follow traditions. Whether it be opening
presents on Christmas morning, wearing green on St. Patrick's Day, or
packing the Aquinas Quad for Civ Scream every May, there are just some
habits that we love to celebrate. We take pride in our "Done With Civ"
t-shirts and we encourage others to join in on the fun of celebrating those
things that never get old. So why do we practice traditions? There must be
some enjoyment and fulfillment, or else people would have stopped years
ago. Friends, the case remains the same for chivalry. It remains for all acts
of kindness and charity. It remains for love. Why do we celebrate holidays
like Valentine's Day? Why do we exchange presents on Christmas? Why
do we focus on the little things like holding doors open for each other and
generously donating our t-shirts at basketball games? What is the point? We
take part in these traditions because we are fulfilled by the joy we bring to
others, regardless of whether we know them or not. The more people you
share your love with, the more people you'll inspire to do the same. And
the more generous you become, the less likely you will become a "target"
of hatred and violence, for you'll have an alliance with those who are full
of the love you have shared with them. And instead of excluding those who
may not understand this beautiful phenomenon, they will receive love as
well, because love knows no bounds. And goodness knows they need it
more than anyone. — Emily Corr '13

College Lessons Learned So Far. According to findings in a new book,
Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on College Campuses, a study of more
than 2,300 undergraduates found 45 percent of students show no significant
improvement in the key measures of critical thinking, complex reasoning, and
writing by the end of their sophomore year. In protest, I must admit that I am
receiving an education here at PC that is all encompassing. And what are my
classmates and I learning? Life lessons we'll remember long after we forget the
Battle of Tours. These lessons include, but are not limited to the following: When
doing laundry, your mom didn't separate the lights from the darks because she
has OCD, but because she didn't want every outfit of yours to be a uniform
grayish-mauve. People will steal your laundry even when it's wet. If you drink
eight to ten cups of coffee in the evening in order to write a literature paper the
night before it's due, your days and nights will eventually get switched and you
might sleep through your Civ midterm. Pulling an all-nighter sounds more fun
that it really is. "Studying with friends" equals not studying at all. Just because
you didn't gain the Freshman 15 first semester doesn't mean you're exempt
from it second semester. And if you didn't gain the Freshman 15 over the course
of either semester, you're still not exempt from the Sophomore 15. If you have
$12 in your account and you use your debit card to make a $12.01 purchase, the
bank will not let it slide. Plan accordingly: the last MBTA back to Providence
from Boston on a Saturday is an early 11:10 p.m. And finally, if you lose your PC
ID, it's as if your existence has been obliterated from the face of the Earth—so
whatever you do —don't lose it. — Genevieve Ilg '14
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It's that time of year
again. The big show.
Oscar season.
Awards season is that
special time of year
when all of Hollywood
gathers in a single
room and gives itself CATHERINE
a damn pat on the
back—because, clearly,
celebrities need the
extra encouragement.
SARAH
Still, us Joe Plumbers
and Jane Six Packs like
to sit back every awards
season and make our
predictions just for the
JORGE
hell of it. Following are
some Oscar
picks from
your very
favorite
COREY
Cowl
section.
-CN
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ANIMATED SHORT NOMINEES
HOWN AT CABLE CAR
S
by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor

In the days and weeks leading
up to this year's Academy Awards,
The Cable Car Cinema in Downtown
Providence has been screening various
Oscar nominees. This week, the
cinema features the collection of the
five eclectic pieces nominated for Best
Animated Short.
The first in the collection is
Madagascar,
Carnet de
Voyage,
the 11-minute brainchild of French
director Bastien Dubois. This film
is a particular outlier in the bunch,
featuring novel artistic concepts in its
cultural exploration of the customs in
this former French colony.
Next is Let's Pollute, a hilarious sixminute satire directed and written by
American director Geefwee Boedoe.
The film parodies educational films

The
Fighter

Australian short The Lost Thing is a
15-minute feature directed and written
by Andrew Ruhemann and Shaun
Tan. This cute film focuses on a funny
looking boy who stumbles upon an even
funnier-looking creature who is lost. The
pair spends the rest of the film searching
for a home for the adorable anomaly.
The five films showcased various
unique aspects of filmmaking. Also
included in the presentation were
two "Highly Commended" animated
shorts, the heart-wrenching German
entry, LIRS, and the comical American
film, The Cow Who Wanted to be a
Hamburger. It is easy to see why the
Academy deemed these seven shorts
worthy of recognition. Showings of
Oscar nominees will continue to be
screened at Cable Car in the days
leading up to the Academy Awards
Ceremony, which take place on Feb. 27.

THE CRUCIBLE

Part of what makes Arthur Miller's
The Crucible such a great play is that it
has a perpetually topical application
to our Eves.
Whether it was the
tumultuous mid-20th century during
which Miller wrote the play, or even
today, we understand and can relate to
the big questions of truth and falsehood
that the story raises. As we all know
from our high school education, The
Crucible uses very real characters from
the infamous Salem Witch Trials that
occurred in 1692 and 1693. Though
Miller deviates a bit from historical
fact, the hysteria that surrounds the
trials remains the same.
The play
relates the tale of a vengeful young
girl, named Abigail Williams, who has
an affair with John Proctor, a married
fanner. Afterwards, with the help of
her mischievous friends, she starts a
pretense of witchcraft, which, through a
series of accusations, leads to the death
of more than 19 innocent people.
Trinity Repertory's recent production
of Miller's classic makes a point to
remind us of the historical context. The
set used is simple but effective, with an
expansive backdrop of city hall looming
behind the entire play. Despite a cast of
only 11 actors for upwards of 20 roles,
they make it work with phenomenal
performances. Old women play men
and grown men play young girls, but
at the beginning of every act, each actor
tells the audience his or her identity.
Even though seeing the wigless John
Tracey play the role of young Betty
is awkward at times, when he erupts
into blood-curdling shrieks and turns a
feverish shade of red, you are frightened
and forget all about gender. They really
make it work.
Stephen Thorne gives a standout
performance as an earnest, passionate,
and troubled John Proctor. Equally
brilliant
is
Olivia
D'Ambrosio
as Abigail, who is
terrifyingly
enchanting with all the craze of a
lovesick teenage girl. Their anti
chemistry is delightfully grueling.
One of the most poignantly
well-executed scenes was in Act 2,
Scene 2, when Judge Danforth calls

in
Goodwife
Proctor
to
confirm or deny
her
husband's
infidelity. Trinity
Rep deliberately
sets up the love
triangle onstage
with the Judge
in the middle
and
Goodie
Proctor center
stage while John
and Abigail face
away,
toward
the
audience.
Far
upstage,
Reverends Hale
and Parris stand
to the right while
Judge Hathorne
is to the left. This
arrangement
physically
sets
up the virtues
of Justice and
Mercy
for
juxtaposition.
In proper order,
one cannot exist
without
the
other, but within
the confines of
the play's action
- as is the case
with the real
world all too often - Justice is not
tempered by Mercy nearly enough.
Danforth makes a god out of man's
corrupted
and
uncompromising
law while Reverend Hale's pleas for
mercy fall upon deaf ears. In this, we
see the overwhelming flaws in New
England's theocracy.
When Judge
Danforth says, "No uncorrupted
man may fear this court," he speaks
falsely and exposes the issues within
the Puritanical society. Every man
is corrupted and flawed, as is made
evident by the virtues of John Proctor
who, although a lecher, is easily the
most honorable and courageous
character in the play.
Under intense social pressures, our
imaginations take hold and overcome
objective truth while frenzied mob
mentality reigns supreme. We see

The Crucible
it when Mary Warren caves under
pressure from Proctor, the Judges,
and even Abigail.
Rather than
standing up for the truth, she lies to
save herself.
Sadly enough, bits of the play
were lost on a modern audience that
erupted into laughter at the sight of
religious fervor. Such scenes were
never meant to be comical but too
accurately depict the kind of zealotry
that caused so many problems in
early American society. As director
Brian McEleney reminds us in his
notes, "Lie, shouted loudly enough
and repeated often enough, can
become truth."

GOOGLE IMAGES

The Town

from the mid-20th century, claiming
that pollution and industrialization
are a critical part of our global
heritage. While preachy at times, the
spunky animation and comical effects
leave a lasting impression upon its
eager audience.
British directors Max Lang and
Jakob Schuh's 27-minute film, The
Gruffalo, was also featured. This short
stars a number of British personalities
(Helena
Bonham
Carter,
Tom
Wilkinson, etc.)—yet, unfortunately,
is not "short" enough. The film, while
charming, lacks any adult appeal and
drags on for far too long.
Day & Night lives up to its Disney/
Pixar predecessors. Written by Teddy
Newton, the six-minute adventure pits
two blob-like corpura representing
Day and Night against each other in
a series of silly escapades, ending in a
heartening bond of friendship.

TRINITY REP PRESENTS
by Corey Plante '11
A&E Staff

Jeremy Amy
Renner Adams
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PROFILE OF AN ARTIST:
Theophilus London
by Tim Morris '14
A&E Staff

No, he's not that Greek philosopher
you learned about last semester in Civ,
nor does he have anything to do with
England (except for a few concerts
he's performed there). So who is this
guy with the funky name? A native of
Brooklyn, Theophilus London is one
of the newest, most eccentric rappers
! in the music business. His style is
refreshing: don't expect another overly
tattooed clone of Lil' Wayne running
around in baggy pants. Instead, think
of Mr. London as a clean-cut intellectual
with a liking for both Ralph Lauren
and vintage hand-me-downs. In
an interview with complex,
com, he says, "I'm
very
particular
about angles and
shapes...I always
wear a hat and
sunglasses.
It's just great
to project my
aesthetic
in
pictures, not just
present myself in
a photo."
It's clear that
London wants to
give off a unique
vibe,
and this
creativity
seeps
into his music.
He has rapped
over samples from
such
musicians
as the XX, Ellie
Goulding,
and
Vampire Weekend.
These
wildly

different sources make him a blender
of
genres—indie-rock,
electronica,
and hip-hop all at once. Concert-goers
shouldn't be surprised if he starts off
with some bouncy techno—maybe
"Fatal Attraction"—before diving into
a cover of Florence + The
Machine's "You've Got the
Love." London's ear for
rhythm is that diverse. And he
knows how to work with words
too. In "Sorry to Interrupt," London
encourages a little rebellion: "Stay
young, get active, baby. The young
can't get choked up. / I know you
visit clubs with your fake ID and we get
stoked up." He's not one to waste a verse
on popping bottles; London would rather
make references to penny loafers and cab
fares. For the ladies, he shows more of a
romantic streak than the normal rapper
could claim to have —"Let's visit the
gardens, the rivered parks. / I'll bring it
to your eyes, delivered hearts."
At 22, then, Theophilus London
hasn't been in the business that long,
but he's already been labeled as a gifted
artist, and men's magazine GQ has
proclaimed him a "style icon." Most
recently, London released a five-track
EP titled Lovers Holiday. On Hypetrak.
com, he reveals that the product is an
artistic step in the right direction: "For
this EP, I haven't used any samples.
I've focused on strategic songwriting.
The EP contains five songs which will
be backed up with a tour. It will also
be a nice transition to my upcoming
album." London seems to be aware of
his potential. As long as he sticks to his
image, he'll open the door for a new
type of rapper —the quirky intellectual
who listens to as much Elvis Costello
as he does Tupac.

Editor vs. Editor
This Week: Favorite U.S. President
Sarah Dombroski

Catherine Northington

Favorite President: Teddy Roosevelt

Favorite President: James Madison
Her Thoughts: James Madison was
president back when that office meant
more than just image. He was the down
and dirty KING of the U.S. Constitution,
and arguably the most kickass of our
nation's Founding Fathers. Aside from
all that, he drafted a third —the best third,
mind you—of the Federalist Papers,
which posited the benefits of a vastly
diverse political system in a nation founded
on republican ideals. Read those Papers! 1
...none of you will read them. But they're
mind-bendingly eloquent. It's like a drug.
His love is my drug. James Madison is Ke$ha,
except sober, hot, and all-too-often forgotten.

Her Views of Sarah: There's no doubt about it: Teddy
Roosevelt is hardcore. Sarah found an impressive picture of him
online where he is standing next to an incapacitated elephant
(presumably he had beaten the crap out of it with his bare hands
just moments before the photo was taken). Also, I encountered
Teddy Roosevelt on my South American journeys in the 1994
computer game Amazon Trail. I met him along the Madeira River
on a sweltering morning in June, 1914. Not only did he teach
me about the Incan people, but he also offered to trade me an
iguana, some leche caspi, a turtle, and a harpoon. What a dude!

Her Thoughts: The second sentence of Teddy Roosevelt's Wikipedia page reads, "He
is noted for his energetic personality, range of interests and achievements, leadership
of the Progressive Movement, and his 'cowboy7 image and robust masculinity." I
really think that speaks for itself, and explidty illustrates why
T.R. is my favorite president. He drinks Muscle Milk as
he wrangles steer, while simultaneously molding and
, melding the American government for the greater
good (I mean, circa 1901 he did this...) Additionally,
his achievements include fame as a naturalist, a
hunter, a Rough Rider, an author, a soldier, and
an explorer. How multi-talented!!!

L

Her Views of Catherine: How are
the Federalist Papers more kickass
than the Panama Canal (which T.R.
was the pointman on the construction
of)? They 100 percent are not.
Additionally, I judge a man on the
character of his facial hair, and let me
? just say that Teddy's mustache trumps
any strange bow/wig combination that
T Mr. Madison sported in the Constitution
—
era. Plus, I would say the creation of the
Teddy Bear is more fundamental than the
Constitution anyway. Too bold?
GOOGLE IMAGES
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by Alison DeNisco '11
A&E Staff

Shanghai
272 Thayer Street

GOOGLE IMAGES

Shanghai is a Thayer Street
staple, as essential as Berk's twothirds off shoe sales and free bangle
bracelets from Spectrum India.
However, until last Friday night, I
had only known its China-inspired
greatness through the free delivery
service—of that alone, I will say,
you will never be tempted to dial Li
Li Wok again.
We arrived at the restaurant late,
intending to only stay for a drink
and an appetizer. Upon walking
up the stairs to the entrance, we
were greeted by a welcoming
Buddha statue. To his right was
the pick-up/delivery portion of the
establishment, thankfully separated
by a door. To the left, behind a
curtain, lay the atmospheric dining

room, which did
not disappoint.
Dimly
lit,
with small table
candles
and
overhead lanterns,
Shanghai appears
as a curious blend
of
Eastern
and
Western traditions
(as a PC student,
this may come as
a shock, but there
exists
a
whole
other
continent
beyond the U.S.
and Europe! They
probably won't teach you much
about it, but I'm telling you, it's
there). For example, as we poured
over the wide selection of Chinese
and
Japanese-inspired
dishes,
Enrique Iglesias played overhead.
It may not be a mecca for cultural
discussion, but it definitely caters to
a fun-loving, college-based clientele

CHINESE *
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BAR

looking for something a little out of
the ordinary.
The menu ranges from options
of sushi to Szechuan spicy beef to
pad thai, to the more Americanized
chicken fingers and wings (and
yes, they do have the traditional
favorite, chicken and broccoli).
The prices are overall conducive
to a student's
budget,
with
most
entrees
listed at about
$10. Our table
was
situated
next
to
the
restaurant's
long
glass
windows, which
were opportune
for
people
watching
and
glimpsing at the
oft-forgotten
old posters on
the side of the
Avon Theater.
We
started
the
evening
with a flaming
scorpion

• SUSHI

bowl, which consisted of some
combination of rum, fruit juice,
and God knows what else. This
was followed by some deliciously
salty edamame, and the popular
Pu Pu Platter appetizer (save the
immaturity —it was really good!).
The Pu Pu Platter included egg rolls,
chicken fingers, chicken wings,
beef teriyaki, fried fantail shrimp,
boneless ribs, and crab Rangoon,
and was much more than enough
for the suggested two people. I
also had the opportunity to sample
the vegetable lo mien, which was
fantastic and much less greasy than
your typical Chinese takeout place.
Shanghai offers a nice, fun
atmosphere,
ideal
for
the
experience of the scorpion bowl
and dinner out with friends. The
late hours on weekends also make
it a great place for drinks at the
bar, found along one wall of the
dining room and illuminated in
an appealing, futuristic blue.
Upgrade
from
bad
takeout
and have an enjoyable dining
experience the next time you find
yourself on the East Side.

LUPO'S LINE-UP
FEBRUARY 18: SLIGHTLY STOOPID
FEBRUARY 21: WIZ KHALIFA
FEBRUARY 22: FLOGGING MOLLY
FEBRUARY 23: GWAR
FEBRUARY 25: GIRL TALK
MARCH 4: DEER TICK, MIDDLE BROTHER,
AND DAWES

APRIL 15: BADFISH
MAY 6: THE DEFTONES
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RetroCorner
This Week: Kill Bill

Let's
Rant
by Sarah Dombroski '13
Asst. A&E Editor

by Maxwell Kravitz '12
A&E Staff
The opening credits are even good in this
movie. Opening the film with Nancy Sinatra
singing "Bang Bang" was a smooth move,
Tarantino.
Kill Bill is a two-part thriller that stars the
very sexy Uma Thurman. Originally one film
that ran about four hours long, it was divided
into two volumes with five chapters each. The
first volume is my favorite.
Quentin Tarantino is one of the better directors
of his generation. He is most praised for his
dialogue, but his choice of shots is what really got
my attention in this film. Tarantino is successful
in making his films so realistic and relatable.
There is no doubt in my mind that David Mamet
had a strong influence on him. One of my favorite
quotes from Tarantino is this: "Storytelling has
become a lost art. There is no storytelling. There's
just situations. Very rarely are you told a story."
A film is like a mathematical equation. In other
words, Tarantino's plots are always linear. They
are an adventure that we have all experienced.
Anyone who is down-to-earth or street-smart
knows what I am talking about. There are movies
that consist merely of situations, and then there
are movies that tell stories. Tarantino is skilled in
creating the latter.
Kill Bill opens up with The Bride (Uma
Thurman) being shot at by the infamous
Bill. Somehow surviving the gunshot, Uma
awakens from a coma four years after the shot.
She swears revenge on all the conspirators
who were involved in her attempted murder.
The bride was a member of a deadly assassin
squad employed by Bill. Once she decides to
leave the squad, Bill attempts to give her a
one-way ticket to a coffin but somehow fails in
killing the almighty, beautiful Uma Thurman. I
have a tendency to call women "babes" in my
articles, but come on. Uma Thurman? She has
babe written all over her. She is physically fit,
athletic, and watching her move around like
a ninja can never be a bad thing. Women are
rarely protagonists in films, but that is where
Tarantino's originality comes into play. Uma
is the perfect lead, and her sharp wit, striking
looks, and don't-stop-till-I-drop mentality
attributes to the success of the film.
When the bride wakes from her coma, she
has a list of five assassins that she must kill
before she faces her deepest enemy, Bill. Getting
to Bill, she knows, will certainly not be the
easiest task. She begins by tracking down each
member of the assassin squad that aided in her
attempted murder. So basically, Volume I of
the series is just Uma slaying enemies in every
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This Week:
The Grammy Awards

way, shape, and form. She is most famous
for her samurai sword. Watching her wield a
blade is not only exciting but also impressive
to say the least. Every time I watch this movie,
I always wonder who would win in a sword
fight: Uma Thurman in Kill Bill or Tom Cruise
in The Last Samurai. I'll stick with Uma. I mean,
she is taller than you, Tom. Nonetheless, The
Last Samurai is a great movie.
As you can imagine, Uma is able to defeat
many of the assassins, but will not face Bill
until Volume II. She must undergo a great
deal of training before she is ready for Bill,
but the bride swears that she will get her
revenge. I really can't stress the greatness of
this movie. The yellow-haired warrior, along
with Tarantino's genius dialogue, make this
movie one very thrilling ride. The real life, inyour-face kind of violence brings fighting to a
new height, and a very enjoyable one at that.
Volume II gets juicy. I will tell you that
someone important dies. Is it Bill? Is it Uma?
The answer lies in your hands. In other words,
watch the movie. Oh, and I almost forgot to
mention that Tamatino announced that he will
be making Kill Bill Volume III in 2014! Kill Bill
is just an exciting, bizarre series that you will
be glad you gave a chance. It will make you
laugh. It will make you nervous, anxious, and
excited. If you appreciate great dialogue and
originality, pick up a copy of Kill Bill near you.

Like words?
Like writing cool things with
words?!

JOIN the A&E STAFF so you can be
interesting and hilarious in a public
forum!

Pick up an application
in Slavin LL05 today!

There is something about a bluesy, jazz-fired, soulfully
lyrical song that seems to thread itself from my ears to my
heart in one beautifully continuous motion. It's an acquired
taste, but when performed correctly, there's nothing better.
This year, the 53rd Grammy Awards unearthed a hidden
gem for this segment of the musical market; at least, it did
for me. I had no idea that Miss Esperanza Spalding existed
before Sunday night when she beat out Justin Bieber for
Best New Artist and caused quite a ruckus for all of those
gaga tweens out there.
I have always endorsed the purpose of the Grammy's.
Other award shows grow hackneyed, unnecessary, and
really only exist because industry execs feel they need to
consistently craft opportunities to pomp and fluff up the
egos of their moneymakers, but that is a rant for another
day. The Grammy's are different. They manage to create
awareness rather than fuel egoism by introducing different
kinds of music to the masses. Sometimes it catches, and
sometimes it doesn't, but I love that talents who don't
receive as much publicity as they should are able to stand
proudly in the sunspot they deserve. Zac Brown did it last
year, and this year Esperanza is the hope on the horizon
for all those budding soulstresses out there.
I'd categorize her sound among the melodic
harmonies of Corinne Bailey Rae and Eva Cassidy of the
easy listening segment. Bass in hand, Esperanza creates
the rhythm to compliment the oscillating swings of her
voice. Having recently appeared on David Letterman and
Jimmy Kimmel Live, Miss Spalding has been creating a
buzz, and this most recent Grammy win only escalates
that buzz to a roar. Biebs, I love ya—but you are not a
new artist. I was angry when I heard Bieber was even
nominated for this category because he has been in the
public eye, with a hit single, mind you, for more than a
year. If he had won, the mission of the Grammy's would
have totally been dismantled and then reassembled in a
way in which the pieces would be unrecognizable. The
thing is, Justin (we're on a first name basis) doesn't need
the press. He has troves of femmes fatales following and
fawning over each flip of his hair. Frankly, it's frustrating
that these eleven year olds are up in arms over his
seemingly inconceivable loss.
Whatever, I mean, I like "Baby" as much as the next
person, but, frankly, after I saw Justin Bieber's E! True
Hollywood Story I just can't: a) take him seriously and b)
respect him for his "music." Sorry. Homeboy was being
adored by throngs of women (13-year-old girls...) and
claimed his arm was broken after his jacket was pulled by
one of those scary-strong double-digits. Anyway, turned
out it wasn't, but the dramatics that ensued over that two
hour time period turned my support into annoyance. His
not being a new artist just added fuel to the fire.
I'm not saying that well-known artists don't deserve
to win because they are constantly in the public eye;
they are that hyped-up and popular because they are so
talented. I'm saying that I appreciate the Grammy's for
what they are: a chance to acknowledge good music,
in all forms, whether a nominee was featured on the
JumboTron at the Superbowl or has been singing in
dive bars waiting for his or her time to shine.
So cheers to you, gifted ones, and keep producing solid
tunes for all of us mediocre folks to steal from YouTube.

CLUBS & ORGS

February 17, 2011

The Cowl 21

The Lighthouse Retreat

Help us bridge the gap between the
current PC community and our
alumni who will forever be Friars!!

Student

FFE's 5th Annual Pathways to
Success Business Conference

ASSOCIATION
Alumni

Building Truth
in Tradition"

10am - 2pm
Moore Hall February 26th
Register ASAP at FEEconference.org

Information Sessions On
How To Join!
- Wednesday, February 23rd in McPhail’s from 5:00-6:00
- Thursday, February 24th in Moore Hall I from 7:30-8:30

McPhail’s
Slavin Center

AIM: McPhailsO2

mcphails@providence.edu

McPhail's Hours
Sun - Thurs 2pm -12am
Fri- Sat 2pm-lam

featur

McPhail's Bar Hours:

Friday 2/18
8:OOpm

McPhail's IM: McPhailsO2

Friday 4:30pm-lam
Saturday 8pm -lam
Monday 8pm-12pm

401-865-1120

Check us out on Facebook!

McPhail’s

Full Bar w/ID!
All are welcome'.

McPhail’s
Daily Menu
(401) 865-1120
McPhail’s IM: McPhailsO 2

•Milkshake...................... $3.00
(Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry, Coffee)

Second
Nature

• Milkshake w/topping.... $3.50

• Fountain. Soda................ $1.00
(Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Ginger Ale, Cranberry Juice,
Fruit Punch Powerade, Seltzer)

•Rockstar........................... $2.00

SATIJIIDA

8:001*11

-q Roving

Photography
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What is your biggest pet peeve?

"The deli line in Ray."
Vai Chase T4, Maureen Lacerda T4,
Mary Goggins T4

"Incompetent People."
Shelly Pinsonneault '11, Justin Federico 'll

"Jesuits."
Reverend Peter M. Batts, O.P.

"Smelly roommates."
Steve Kogut '14, John Bird T4

"Canadian Geese poop on the quad"
Nate Holterman '13, Brian Vignatti T3

"People showing up late to McPhail's on the
weekends...bar opens at 8!"
Nick Mikula '11, Todd Incantalupo '98, Maggie
Cadigan '11, Margo Sheehan T3

"Democracy..."
-Hosni Mubarak

Portfolio
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JAMES KNOWLES

Behold, the Reckoning: Deuteronomy
by Conor Leary '11
Portfolio Editor

Fiction
He needed someone to listen to.
Benjamin sat in the silence of the
chapel with a hymnal open in his
lap. He had been listening to the
soft murmurings all around him.
Priests seemed to only express
their anxieties when they were
tucked away from the world. They
uttered with lips that trembled
over prayerful words they spoke
eternally. Benjamin .stared at the
emptiness behind the altar. No
priest had approached the sacred
table since the violence brought
upon the Vatican. The world had
been grabbed by the throat and
Benjamin, like the others, chose to
continue suffocating. He was barely
reaching out with tension in his
arms, the desperate tension used by
anyone being endlessly throttled.
Benjamin felt the grappling hands
of the world's evil, but forced the
muscles in his neck to remain strong.
It kept his eyes solidly on the altar.
It kept his eyes firmly examining
the bits of colored light shining
through the window, hoping to see
God's merciful hand.
She needed to hear something
different. Monica pushed herself
out of the house and away from
the noise of the television. There
had been plenty of carnal events to
drag her into unconsciousness, to
make her want to disappear into
a land of voided visions. She was
wearing sweatpants and a pullover.
She crept with her arms crossed
over her chest, her chin slightly
declined so she could ignore the
gray shades highlighting the world
around her. She had not washed her
hair or her face in three days. She
had not gone to work in a week and
no one from the school was calling
her, wondering where she was. The
pedestrians she passed looked at
her with sunken faces, their eyes

empty and overworked from glaring
into the vibrant television screens.
The world was oddly muted. It
said nothing to her. Soon, Monica
gathered in a park with a group of
empty identities. She looked around
at the strangers who all looked
towards a transportable stage.
Monica watched the microphone
and hoped a man, a woman, an
angel, anything human or not would
descend behind it so she'd remember
what it felt like to hear.
He needed to hear the song again,
the song that dragged him into the
beautiful spectrum of colors and
sensations. Elliot threw the bottle
of sleeping pills onto his bedside
table. He heard the notes it struck,
the little capsules striking their
plastic womb as he let his sight fall
dark. The explosion of light came
naturally and brought him to the
shores of a phenomenal island. He
was not alone, either. A beautiful
man stood glowing with natural
lacquer. He wore nothing but the
tan color of his skin and a shred
of green vegetation drawn around
his waist. It looked lazily strewn

forth. She pulled the jacket he
had left behind and searched for
the extreme heat it had possessed
when he had worn it. It was ice cold
and made her shiver more. She felt
acidic tears rolling down her face
and she squeezed her eyes shut,
paralyzing one sense to try and
coerce her ears to search harder for
his sound.
"You're weak," he hissed from an
ethereal region of her mind. He had
burrowed there like a parasite. Even
though she wanted to hear his voice,
it haunted her and hissed chills
down her spine.
"How can you just sit there and
cry? Didn't you just kill the leader
of the Catholic world? Do you not
realize that you cannot be human
anymore?" Valerie continued to
shake as the voice hissed its way
deeper into her. She felt a sudden
tightness in her chest that made
her head fly back and her dry lips
peel apart. She screamed to block
out the sound.
"Tell me who you are!" She
slashed her chin down, biting on
her words. She waited for the voice

HE NEEDED TO HEAR THAT SONG AGAIN, THE SONG
THAT DRAGGED HIM INTO THE BEAUTIFUL SPECTRUM...
around him, as if he had gained
the accessory by drifting through
the shrubbery of his private island.
Elliot's eyes drifted towards his red
lips, the color of the fresh fruit's skin
he had offered Elliot the first time
he had visited. He needed to hear
the song pour from the man's lips
and brought himself closer until he
heard the notes, quietly whispered
within their glossy tune.
She needed the silence to be
shattered. Valerie was cold and
trembling with a mind overlapping
with tension and nightmares. The
shadowy man had been gone for
two hours and she had entered
a reactive state fit for a junkie
coming off drugs. She cowered
by the window of their grungy
motel room and rocked back and

in her head to hiss. She turned her
neck in the demonic angle she had
placed it before assassinating the
leader of Rome, but lurched back.
The shadowy man she had wanted
to hear had appeared and grabbed
her. He shoved her and held her out
the window, pressing a strangling
pressure on her shoulders. She
screamed as he let her feet dangle.
"I have many names. But I am
Satan, and I've come to you who
asked for me."
Monica
was
drawn
to
the
impression the man presented to the
crowd. He was dressed in a dirty
blanket, his hair grizzly. His beard
was gray and looked like a nest,
filled with a woodland bird family.
He approached the microphone like
he once knew what it was, but had

not seen one in a very long time. He
touched his dry lips to the instrument
and blew a single breath. It echoed
and danced through her mind. The
sound of a human breathing made
Monica's lungs release. From her
lips, air trembled out. She felt the
tension slide out of her shoulders and
the breath flow forward. It followed
a strong stream and when Monica
breathed in again, she felt the group
in the park breathing together. She
heard it settle in her lungs as her
body sighed.
Benjamin watched a priest stand.
He was the oldest one in the seminary
and left his seat in the first pew
behind. His footsteps were foreign
sounds. The rustling of his robes
were like the sounds of curtains
being tossed by the wind. It brought
every eye towards the altar. The
priest settled behind it and brought
two fingers to his forehead.
"In the name of the Father..." he
began and the crisp introduction
brought Benjamin to his feet.
"And of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
"It has been so long since I've
heard you." Elliot lay in the grass
with the beautiful individual of the
island curling pleasant swirls in
his hair. He watched the glowing
brilliance of the sky and wholly
enjoyed the peace.
"You've traveled a very long
time, multiple times." His voice was
entirely fluid.
"I want to stay here forever." Elliot
answered. He looked up and found
the man offering him a new fruit.
One had fallen like destiny from its
stem. Elliot reached up and, taking
the fruit, let it drop.
"Please do." Elliot listened and he
leaned in close. He whispered hope
into his ear.
17ic countdown to the Reckoning continues...

7...
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Jonathan Monk

Club Eagles, Oh!
by Bobby Bretz '12
Portfolio Staff

Attendance
by Alex BetGeorge *11
Portfolio Staff

(After “Benny Havens, Oh!")
Come fill your pitchers, fellows, and stand up in a row,
To dancing unabashedly, we’re going for the go,
In the classroom there’s sobriety, education’s very slow,
So we’ll sing our reminiscences of old Club Eagles, oh!
CHORUS:
Oh, good old Clubbies, oh! Oh, good old Clubbies, oh!
We’ll sing our reminiscences of old Club Eagles, oh!
To the real world, now fellows, we all must shortly go,
Where with soul and zeal and energy we’ll show off what we know,
But let us long feel young at heart, and let us long be bros,
And never speak to ears polite of old Club Eagles, oh!

To the lords of Friars basketball, let all our praises flow;
Who dares gainsay their peerless skill must take a fearsome blow,
We’ll throw down in the street with them and taunt the witless foe
Who hesitates to drink to them at old Club Eagles, oh!
When we out from residential halls to summer dwellings go,
We’ll take the lovely sun and let the devil have his snow,
We’ll drink to our fond memories, our childhoods in tow,
And think ourselves within the walls of old Club Eagles, oh!

To our kind old Alma Mater, our storied Smith Hill home,
We’ll cast back many fond regrets as on through life we roam,
For until we draw that final breath and meet with Heaven’s glow,
We’ll never fail to drink to her and old Club Eagles, oh!
May these times not be forgotten, may the passing years be slow,
May our country benefit from all that we have come to know,
May we find a plastic cup to fill until it overflows,
With room enough inside our hearts for old Club Eagles, oh!

May the homework be forgotten, may the bad times come and go,
May our comrades lost along the way be ever honored so,
May we find a Friar’s resting place beneath a Friar’s blow,
With room enough beside our graves for good old Clubbies, oh!

Writer In Spotlight
T.S.

Eliot

(1888-1965)
I found that most people either love with a fiery passion, or
hate with a glacial angst, the poet known as T.S. Eliot. After
encountering him in two classes at Providence College, I have
to say I agree with the former. Although his poetry may seem
convoluted and torturously vague, I can't help but observe an
almost melodic quality to his work:
Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons,
I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;

I also admire Eliot's commentary on the time in which he
lived. Anyone who has read The Wasteland must stand in
awe at the wonderfully crafted metaphors and allusions that
he creates to illustrate an era of both moral and emotional
alienation. Now, I'm not trying to convert any of you into
Eliot-lovers, but I would suggest taking the time to read som^
of his poetry; even if it is to just listen to his words.

he calls out the class roster he's written out on the yellow legal pad,
a baby blue line segmenting one name from the next.
he clears his throat, face to the class, back to the blackboard
the students' faces angle down toward desks on which rest
clenched hands, passed notes, unfolded and now read,
bitten pencils capped pens, a harmony of onomatopoeias:
tap-tap, click-click, murmuring, beep-beep-beep, texting.

Tom Li? up to an eight percent chance he's descended
from Genghis Khan depending on where he's from...
Pattie Smith? not named after the rock star.
Smith fans wouldn't ruin the namesake with a tacked-on e.
Brett Cooper? came from english feudal barrel-makers.
Mr. Benladin?
Yes?

The Mathematician/

His Garden
by Blake Bergeron '11
Portfolio Staff

The mathematician,
he lives in town,
waters all the roses
with mineral water
& muffled syllables that
drip
in algorithmic order
to make sense of:
dew drop eyes
that stare into shady eaves
of the mind
warm hues:
magnify & explode
through dew / red, yellow, blue like
fat glow
of candle flame
makes clear
the immediate atmosphere:
a pencil etched grid
of unfinished motions, contortions
of eye, breath sigh:
speech he spins
to himself
in aisles of bloom,
a room of
indefinite
proportions,
network
vast
of confusion
he threads
into
the order
of his
body.

—Dara Plath '13
PHOTO COURTESY

PHOTO COURTESY STEFAN
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Rodoleo Belloli

The

Night-Time

Healers:

The Failings of Feeling
by Keely Mohin '14
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
I pressed Grady for more details but
he refused, determined that we catch
the next portal to The Central Valley
rather than risk suspicion. We wove
through the narrow dirt paths until
the trees cleared and waited beside
the grassy plan where portals usually
arrived during later hours. When
its golden glimmer materialized, we
emerged into its tingling warmth and
moved through space and time until
we swirled gently into being outside
the center of town. Grady and I glanced
around carefully, and saw nothing but
our own foggy reflections in The Great
River. Grady walked quickly without
uttering a word, and I followed him
along the river's edge until we reached
a massive tree... Liam's tree. We flew
up to its highest branches and sat
across from one another. Grady began
again the story of Liam and Faye.
"Faye found Stanley in the human
world. How their romance began
and grew, we are not sure. We know
only that she eventually married him
and became pregnant within a year.
The two had a little girl, Lila, and for
a while, the two seemed relatively
happy. They had little money and
practically no friends, but they got
along well and made-ends meet. Then,
the winds began to turn. Stanley began
drinking more, and he grew violent.
Just as his father beat his mother, he
began attacking Faye, wreaking havoc
upon her spirit and her body. By the
time Lila reached her fifth year, Faye,
maliciously tortured and beaten, a
marred shell of a person, took her
own life.
"Unbeknownst to Faye, Liam
witnessed her human life unfold.
He never returned to The Central
Valley after she departed, but
he always watched Faye and

channeled away her pain with little
success. Stanley had proven a far
too powerful adversary. When Faye
died, something in Liam snapped.
He watched Stanley grow drunker
and drunker, meaner and meaner,
and observed Faye's daughter,
Lila, grow up and become a perfect
image of her sainted mother. When
Lila turned twenty-two, the age
of her mother's death, Liam was
determined to take his revenge
against the sins of mankind.
"In ways we know not, Liam learned
to channel emotion through distance.
He developed the art of manipulating
feeling without having to be near or
touch a human. With his newfound
ability, he began distorting the Healer
mission. He channeled away good
emotions and nurtured the bad,
torturing countless innocent humans
across the human nation of America.
Suicide rates skyrocketed, and honest
Healers too began to die because
fewer and fewer humans had positive
feelings to cultivate. Soon, Tabitha,
Liam's sister and my grandmother,
organized a movement to end the reign
of what she called The Dark Healer.
"Her first priority was to protect
Lila. She assigned her son, Braden,
the task of keeping a close watch
on her emotions. He soon observed
that Lila had a keen intuition when
it came to emotion, as if she herself
could feel what others felt around
her simply by being in their presence.
Braden informed Tabitha and the other
members of the movement, and they
approached her in their Healer forms.
With the help of witch doctors and
soothsayers, they awoke healer powers
within Lila which she inherited from
Faye and used her abilities to channel
Liam and discover his exact location.
Braden acted as her teacher. The two, of
course, fell in love. It seems a common
theme in my story, doesn't it?
"Anyway, if Liam and Faye were
together sweet and unassuming,
Braden and Lila were argumentative

and passionate. The two simply
infuriated one another and spent
more time fighting than getting
along. Lila had a stubborn head and
resisted affection while Braden took
her blunt ways as insensitive and
unorthodox. No one understood
their attachment. They, however,
remained entirely faithful.
"After several years of Lila's training
and tracking efforts, Lila found Liam
lingering about her childhood home,
torturing Stanley just as he tortured
Faye. She alerted Tabitha and Braden,
and together they rushed into the
human realm.
’Brother!' Tabitha called upon
encountering
Liam
torturing
Stanley, 'you've changed so! Your
eyes have gone red, your skin
pale white, what have you done to
yourself? You must stop!'
Liam tore his eyes away from
Braden and glared at the three
faces before him, his eyes hazy and
unrecognizing. Lila ignored his
sadistic stare and hurried to the aid of
her father, pulling from his grasp an
empty prescription bottle.
'Oh God,' she said, hands shaking,
'he's swallowed them all!' Lila, still
maintaining her human attributes,
reached for the phone and dialed 911.
'Liam,' Tabitha said as Braden attended
to Stanley, Took at me!' She cradled his
face in her hands and stared into his eyes.
'Remember me, your sister. Remember
me. Stop this. Stop it now. It isn't worth this.
He isn't worth this. Remember!'
"Slowly, Liam's eyes focused and a
small glimmer of color appeared upon
his face. His breathing quickened and
he began to sob. He fell to the floor, and
Tabitha cradled him in her arms, wiping
away his tears and rocking him like a
child, back and forth, back and forth.
'All those people! All those people!
All for her! I couldn't bear to see...so
much pain...gone. All for her!"
'I forgive you,' said Tabitha. Braden
and Lila watching from aside as they
attempted to revive Stanley. 'I forgive you.'

"Then, like the sun soaking water,
Liam evaporated slowly into the air,
gone forever... dying the healer death
to face his judgment. Tabitha, refusing
tears, burst into action.
'Lila,' she said, 'you must stay here
and help your father.'
'WHAT?' Braden exclaimed. 'He's
a monster!'
'He's her father and he's almost
dead. She must stay. He has no one.'
'But if I stay I can't ever return to
Tine Central Valley. You know what
the soothsayers said...' Lila whispered,
tears welling in her eyes.
'I know,' said Tabitha, T know.
But you cannot desert him. A lack of
empathy is what led us to our present
state. We cannot perpetuate the cycle.
We cannot let Stanley live to continue
his violent ways. You must help him
see sense. You must help him atone.'
"So Lila remained in the human
world and waited at her father's side
as he slowly emerged from a coma.
Tabitha and Braden returned to The
Central Valley, both stricken with
grief. For months, Braden hid himself
from view, refusing food, channeling,
and visitors. Then, months later, as if
awoken from a dream, he campaigned
for a spot on The Great Council and
won. Soon, he became Prime Minister of
The Central Valley and began exacting
the Feeling Reforms, forbidding
emotional attachments among healers
of any kind. His heart had been broken.
He had been deserted. He had grown
bitter. Love—emotion—was to blame."
Finally, Grady grew silent.
"Grady," I whispered after listening
in utter awe, utter unbelievable awe.
"How do you know all this?"
"Have you forgotten already?"
he asked with a humorless chuckle.
"Tabitha is my grandmother. Braden
and Lila are my parents."
To be continued...

Announcement!
The Portfolio Staff is still lookingfor creative,
dedicated, and enthusiastic writers. Ifyoufit this

description, come pickup an application inShavin Q051

BILLY ALEXANDER
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Argus-eyed

He Has
Iron Walls
Around This

by Tom Nailor '12
Portfolio Staff

"Why had he married the eyes in the
photograph?"
-“A Little Cloud" by James Joyce-

When it comes to women
it seems I’m Argus-eyed.
Always seeking, always seeking,
can such urges be denied?

Heart
by Keely Mohin '14
Portfolio Staff

He has iron walls around this heart
Strong and purposeful are they.
They prevent him from breaking apart
From actions... and words one may say

His walls are quite elusive
And his situation is rarely conducive
To the expression of feeling.
In everything, though, there is a reason
His, I am not quite sure
This is his permanent season
There is, perhaps, no cure

Impenetrable, though, iron is not
Let not these barriers fool you
Do not run from this stubborn lot
Let not disinterest ensue

The test is not one of strength
You need not climb his iron block
Nor travel some great length
There is no lock to unlock

So save your words of flattery
Save great endeavors of show
Save conquests of glory
To no great height must you go.
Simply find the opening
That even he cannot conceive

Such will grant you entry
Faster than any strategy you could
perceive
For, in everything, there remains
The weakness of rust stains.
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The Dream
Seed: Part 2
by Margaret Barresi '12
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
He gently opened the door and
stepped through the threshold into
the dark hallway. He shut the door
as quietly as he could, forcing out
the light from the moon. He hung
up his dirt-smudged jacket and took
off his shoes before walking over to
the staircase.
"Cronus, is that you?" He heard
the grave voice drift from a room off
to his right. It fell onto his ears like
a sedative, paralyzing his limbs and
preventing him from escaping up
the stairs.
"Yes, father. I'm back." He had no
choice but to answer, planning to end
the conversation as soon as he could.
"Well, is it done with boy?"
"Almost," he said softly, already
knowing the response his father would
bum for him.
"Almost?" His father thundered.
"What the hell are you doing with her,
Cronus? How many times have you
been to her?"
"Only four times father. I still have
the time left that I need to complete
this." He tried to keep his voice calm
and even. His father was programmed
to steal anger and frustration as the
fuel for his own wrath. But Cronus
knew that the only way he could ever
become one of them was to prove to his
father he could do this; something that
would be impossible if his father made
him surrender before he even had a
chance to fight. And becoming one of
them was his destiny. He couldn't deny
the Fates. That was something even out
of his father's realm of power. Cronus
knew that if he failed this chance,
then he was done. He wouldn't have
a purpose anymore, and they would
extinguish his light.
"Well, I don't need to remind you
that six visits are all you're allowed,"
the older man spat, closing his wild
red eyes and inhaling deeply.
"I know the rules father. Please
believe me when I say it is under
control. Now may I go upstairs?
I'm getting cold." He began inching
towards the bottom steps, hoping his
father would let him escape to his
room. He wanted to relish in the now
fading leftovers of the visit he had just
come from.
"Alright, go on. Don't wake your
mother." His father watched him walk
out of the room towards the stairs, as
the heat radiating from his raging
body started to dissipate. Cronus held

his breath as he took the stairs two at
a time, not daring to believe he had
escaped so lucky. He reached the top
of the landing and quietly darted to
his bedroom. He carefully turned the
doorknob to open the door, trying to
prevent the creak that would certainly
wake his mother and send his father
into another infernal fit. But as soon
as his hands felt the scorching metal
knob, he knew he wasn't as lucky as
he thought.
"Show it to me, Cronus! Did you
really think I'd forget?" His father
was sitting on the bed that was now
a mass of flames. Fire snaked down
across his arms, coming to settle on
the metal frame that had been gilded
by his Uncle Vulcan. His entire mass
was now a curling ball of white light
that was charging through the turns of
the bed's decorative frame. Because he
wasn't one of them yet, Cronus couldn't
embrace the fire without permanently
marking his skin. He wasn't affected by
the temperature of the room or blinded
by the light, but he knew one touch of
rage from his father would make him
forever bear the scar of disrespect.
"Yes, father." He knew he had no
other choice. He removed his shirt
to reveal the rose-shaped amulet
that hung around his neck. It was
incredibly heavy, fashioned from the
red glass of fury itself. He knew what
his father wanted to see, and he knew
he couldn't give it to him. The red glow
of the amulet glistened in the heat of
the room, each individual light particle
weaving its way through the dancing
haze. But Cronus knew it wasn't
enough, he hadn't been to her enough
times. The amulet was only half-filled
with the luminous substance that was
parting its way through the fire.
His father's eyes registered on the
necklace and soon became slits of
coal. The room exploded into flames,
bursting from his back and fingertips,
hurling themselves as projectiles
across the room. Cronus felt a strike
just below his right eye, a burning
crawl across the top of his cheekbone.
He knew he had been struck. He could
feel the sparkling scar beginning to
form that they had all been taught to
fear. He closed his eyes and laid down
on the floor, gathering his body into
himself as tightly as he could, so as to
spare the rest of his unmarked skin. He
heard his father move above him, and
could feel the sickly moist warmth of
his breath.
"You have two more visits to
finish her."

To be continued...

I keep all of my eyes open
when I kiss just any girl.
I keep all of my eyes open
that I might look at all the world.

I’ll peacock out my feathers,
I’ll make everything a show,
I’ll feign confidence and romance
despite my eyes that always roam.

I have one hundred pairs of eyes
and each one seems to find a match.
I cannot fall into just one pair
that’s a disease that I cannot catch.

I need just the pair of eyes, you see
they are all that I can seek.
I can’t seem to pick just one pair
I know I am too weak.

I’ll push your hair back slowly
against cold-walled lonely stone.
I’ll whisper these sweet-nothings
so that I shan’t find home alone.
I wish I could explain then why
I can’t keep my eyes on any one.
It leaves me crying, one hundred tears,
is that better than shedding none?
It’s no excuse, of course,
that I know I’m too afraid.
Of this and only this I fear:
that your eyes will dull and fade.

That they will lose their luster
That they will lose their glow.
The shine’s gone off the apple
and all our weaknesses now show.
I see myself reflected
in the mirror of your eyes.
I see the woman behind me
while I listen to your sighs.
When it comes to women
It seems I'm Argus-eyed.
Always seeking, always seeking
can such urges be denied?
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ABOVE:

On Thursday, Feb. 10, the Asian American Association and Circolo Italiano
co-sponsored an "East Meets West Noodle Fest"event at McPhail's, where
students paid two dollars to taste and enjoy a variety of noodles, sauces,
and toppings, celebrating the blending of two cultures.

ABOVE:

Students took a break from helping rebuild after Hurricane Katrina to
attend a New Orleans' Hornets game on the NOLA trip sponsored by

Unemployed Horses Going Haywire
by Bridget Reed '12

COURTESY OF CAMPUS MINISTRY

On Saturday, Feb. 12, prospective students traveled to the Providence
College campus for the "PC Up Close" event, a program for accepted
Early Action students.

Campus Ministry.

Insurmountable budget problems
force cuts for police horses.

D r. W o o d s b y D erek K nox '11
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Julian Matthews

Shelby Greany

Men's Indoor Track
Junior — Nelson, New Zealand
Matthews ran a sub-four minute mile
at the Valentine Invitational. His time was good
enough to qualify him for the NCAA Championships.

Women's Indoor Track
Sophomore — Suffern, N.Y.
Greany was named Big East Track Athlete of
the Week after her impressive time in the 3,000-meter race.
Her time was the second fastest in the conference this year.

Scores

Schedules

Friday, Feb. 11
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships
Women's Track at Boston University St. Valentine's Classic
Men's Track at Boston University St. Valentine's Classic
Men's Hockey vs. Boston College

Ind. Results
Ind. Results
Ind. Results
L, 3-0

Saturday, Feb. 12
Women's Basketball vs. Connecticut
Women's Track at Boston University St. Valentine's Classic
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships
Women's Hockey vs. Connecticut
Men's Hockey at Massachussetts
Men's Track at Boston University St. Valentine's Classic

L, 68-38
Ind. Res.
Ind. Res.
W, 2-1 (OT)
T, 3-3 (OT)
Ind. Results

Sunday, Feb. 13
Men's Basketball at Connecticut
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships
Women's Hockey at Connecticut

L, 75-57
Ind. Results
W, 4-3

Tuesday, Feb. 15
Women's Basketball at Pittsburgh

L, 60-57

Wednesday, Feb. 16
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships

Ind. Results

Thursday, Feb. 17
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships
Men's Basketball vs. DePaul

10:00 a.m.
9:00 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 18
Softball vs. Illinois
Softball vs. Pittsburgh
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships
Men's Hockey at Boston University

11:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 19
Men's Basketball vs. Cincinnati
Women's Basketball at Cincinnati
Swim & Dive at Big East Championships
Women's Hockey vs. Vermont
Men's Hockey vs. Boston University
Men's and Women's Track at Big East Championships
Softball vs. Georgia Teach
Softball at Florida International

7:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
All Day
10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 20
Softball vs. Illinois
Women's Hockey vs. Vermont
Men's and Women's Track at Big East Championships

9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
All Day

Standings
Women's Basketball

Men's Basketball

Big East

Overall

Big East
Team
Pittsburgh
Notre Dame
Georgetown
Louisville
St. John's
Villanova
Connecticut
Syracuse
West Virginia
Cincinnati
Marquette
Seton Hall
Rutgers
Providence
USF

W
11
10
9
8
8
8
7
8
7
6
6
5
4
3
2

L
1
3
4
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
9
9
9
11

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

w
23
21
20
19
16
20
19
21
16
19
15
11
13
14
8

L
2
4
5
6
9
6
5
6
9
6
11
15
12
11
18

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

DePaul

0

12

0

6

19

0

Team
Connecticut
DePaul
Notre Dame
Georgetown
Marquette
Louisville
Rutgers
St. John's
West Virginia
Syracuse
Pittsburgh
Providence
USF
Seton Hall
Villanova
Cincinnati

W
12
11
11
8
7
7
7
6
6
5
4
4
1
1
1
1

L
0
1
1
4
4
4
4
5
6
6
7
7
10
10
11
11

Overall
T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

w
25
24
22
20
19
16
14
17
20
18
13
11
10
8
9
8

L
1
3
4
6
5
9
11 7
6
7
12
12
15
16
16
16

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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First Half Effort All for Naught as Friars Fall to Huskies
by John Butler '11
Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball
The Men's Basketball Team has
followed a fairly consistent formula
during its road games this season. Start
out slow, fall behind, stage an unlikely
comeback, pull within a few points,
and drop the game by a small margin.
The Friars could not have drifted
farther from that script in their 75-57
loss to Connecticut on Sunday, Feb. 13.
Providence came out firing. Despite
a slippery floor, the Friars jumped out
to an early 9-4 lead thanks in large part
to Marshon Brooks '11 who accounted
for much of the Friar offense both from
the field and from the foul line. Brooks
finished with 25 points and seven
rebounds in the game.
Defensively,
Providence
also
looked strong. The Smith Hillers
held the Huskies' Kemba Walker, the
number two scorer in the conference
behind Brooks, scoreless during the
first six minutes of play. Vincent
Council '13, who had a fairly quiet
game, did much of the work which
contained Walker's scoring in the
first half.
Connecticut chipped away at the
Providence lead as the half progressed,
thanks to some quick shooting by
Walker and the Huskies' Jamal
Coombs-McDaniel, who finished with
25 points.
Despite their impressive start, the
Friars found themselves down 33-30 at
halftime in a game whose momentum
had become anyone's for the taking.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/THE COWL

Kadeem Batts ’14 had six points and four rebounds in the Friars' 75-57 loss to UConn in Storrs,
Conn, on Sunday, Feb. 13.

Matters were not helped by the absence
of Gerard Coleman '14. Coleman, the
Friars' talented freshman, sat out the
game due to an undisclosed academic
issue. Coleman will not play against
DePaul on Thursday, and it is not
known when and if he will see action
again this seaon.
Duke Mondy '13 got the start in place
of Coleman, but Bryce Cotton '14 also
picked up some of the slack in Coleman's
absence. Cotton stepped up with 10
points along with four rebounds. Cotton,
who has been a lock for PC from behind
the three-point line this season, went
an uncharacteristic 1-3 in the game, a

HOOPS: Solid Defense
continued from back page

The Friars' icy hot patch was kept
in the freezer in the first half as the
Friars were 0-7 from behind the threepoint line and were only shooting 18.5
percent from the field. The Huskies hit
17-32 from the field, which was good
enough for 53.1 percent.
Out of the locker rooms, the Friars
looked like they went from the
freshman to the varsity team in 10
minutes as they played with more
heart and more energy in the second
half. The Friars were very physical
early on in the half, sending numerous
Huskies to the ground on hard picks
and tough rebounds.
Teya Wright '11 made a nice little
home for herself on both blocks at
the ends of the floor. She grabbed 10
hard-fought rebounds over the best
rebounding team in the nation. MiKhida Hankins '11 was moving the
ball really well this half, as she found
Wright open a few times under the
hoop.
At the 12:42 mark in the second
half, Teya Wright grabbed down three
offensive boards in one possession and
was able to convert on the traditional
three-point play.
"I think Teya needed to prove herself
after that first half," said Coach Seymore.
"She gave her best effort, she got a little
excited and needed to settle in."
With 11:33 left, and a media timeout,
the Friars were neck and neck with the
Huskies. Out of the timeout, Lola Wells
'11 hit a three off a good look from
Hankins and seemed to get most of
the Friar Faithful going. After this shot,
the Huskies seemed rattled for the first
time all game. They had what seemed
like an insurmountable lead but were
not playing up to their standards. Give
credit where credit is due, though. When
asked about his team this year, Coach
Auriemma thought they shouldn't be
compared to the past.
"I take it game to game, day to day,"
said Auriemma. "I was surprised by
some wins and shocked by the Stanford

loss; a tough schedule only helps your
chances come tournament time."
The Friars had great hands on
defense and were able to force three
travels on three separate possessions
for the Huskies in a row. For most of
the second half, the teams seemed to
trade turnover for turnover and bucket
for bucket. It was a grind it out, gut it
out slugfest in Alumni Hall throughout
the second half and neither team, no
matter the score, was going down easy.
The Friars forced 20 turnovers,
which is very unlike a Geno Auriemmacoached Huskies team. After the
game, Maya Moore was asked what
she thought of her teammates' effort,
despite the lead.
"It shows a lot when players like
Bria [Hartley] and Tiffany [Hayes] are
out there drawing charges and going
down when we were up a lot," said
Moore. "I was impressed with our
start to the second half. I think it was
big that we didn't let down and we
played very tough throughout."
With less than two minutes to go,
the Friars got some contributions from
Chandler McCabe '13 as she hit two nice
jumpers from each side of the court.
The Friars stayed competitive and
never let up, which says a lot about
Coach Seymore's squad. They played
especially tough in the second half
as they were only outscored 27-26.
They would eventually fall by a
score of 68-38, but their defense in
the second half was much better, and
much more aggressive.
When asked if he was going to toss out
the tape after this one, Coach Seymore
refuted anything along those lines.
"We are going to cut the tape up,"
said Seymore. "We are going to look at
the good and the bad and how people
work, how Maya works."
The Friars are headed to Pittsburgh
next as they take on the Panthers at
the Peterson Events Center. Pitt is 1212 on the year with a 4-7 record in the
Big East.

microcosm of the Friars' dismal 15 percent
three point shooting against UConn.
Bilal Dixon '13 was also off the court
for much of the first half due to some
foul trouble. However, in his 13 minutes
of action, Dixon put up eight points and
six rebounds. Dixon led the Providence
rebounding corps, in the second half,
and it was good offensive rebounding
which kept the Friars in the game
through much of the second period.
The pace of the game quickened
dramatically in the second half as
the players contended with the very
slippery floor. The playing conditions
affected all of the Friars, but they

seemed to have the biggest impact on
Council's play.
Connecticut launched a 9-0 run
over the stretch which ultimately
turned the tide in the Huskies' favor.
The run put them ahead 50-41 right
around the middle mark of the second
period. The Huskies'effective shooting
was absolutely critical to their win.
Connecticut shot 66.7 percent from
three-point land and 59.3 percent from
the field in the second half, en route
to posting 42 second half points. The
Friars managed a mere 27 points in
their second half effort which stood
in stark contrast to their offensive
prowess earlier in the game.
Connecticut was led down the
stretch by Coombs-McDaniel and
Walker, who finished with 22 points
and seven assists. Walker's assist tally
was exceeded only by Council who put
up nine in the game.
The Huskies increased their lead
over the final 10 minutes of play until
it became clear that Providence had
squandered yet another winnable
conference road game. The win was
undoubtedly a confidence booster for
a Connecticut team in need of a win
following recent losses to Syracuse
and St. John's. Providence, on the
other hand, stood in as much need of
a win as their friendly neighbors to
the West. The Friars have yet to earn
a road conference win. An opportunity
for a road win will not come again for
another week, when the Friars will
play at Marquette. In the meantime,
Providence will enjoy a three-game
homestand during which the team
will seek to bolster its credentials as
tournament time nears.

FRIARS: Seventh League
Tie Gives PC 12 Points
continued from back page
a point-blank stop off the stick of a
Minuteman at 14:27.
UMass' lead increased at 1:44 of
the second period to 2-0. The Friars
would not back down, however, as
they responded with three goals in a
span of 4:54 to take the score to 3-2.
Defenseman Eric Baier '11 scored on
a power play off a one-timer from the
right point at 6:18. This marked his
third goal of the season. The goal was
assisted by his classmates Ben Farrer
'11 and Jordan Kremyr '11. The second
goal came from the stick of Derek
Army '14 who netted his sixth goal at
7:57 from an assist by Chris Rooney
'13 which brought the score to an
even 2-2. The goal that gave the Friars
the lead came from Co-Captain Kyle
MacKinnon '11 which made the score
3-2 and gave him his team-leading
14th goal of the season at 11:12. The
assist was collected by O'Connor after
he gained possession of the puck along
the left wing boards and played it out
front to MacKinnon.
In the end, the Minutemen evened
the score at 3-3 with 38 seconds left in
the third period and the Friars were
unable to capitalize in overtime.
For the Friars, Beaudry came away
with a season-high 42 saves, five shy
of his career mark, while the UMass
goalie stopped 19.
The Friars did not have the same
luck Friday night against No. 1 Boston
College, losing 3-0 in a Hockey East
game at Schneider Arena. All three
of the Eagles goals were scored in the
third period while BC's goalie made
24 saves as they improved to 21-6-0
overall and 16-5-0 in Hockey East.
"Once they got the first goal they
did a good job of limiting our ice from
that point. That kind of changed the
momentum of the game," said Coach
Army. "We couldn't get much going after
that, I thought before that was a really

good game going back and forth."
In the first period the Friars held a
12-7 shot advantage in the first period
but were stopped on all 12 attempts.
Beaudry kept up with BC's goalie not
letting anything past in the first period,
including several point blank stops.
"We played them well, hard in the
first two periods and we didn't get the
chance to capitalize on them. Down
two nothing, it doesn't show our
efforts," said Derek Army.
Beaudry continued to shine in the
second period as he made 16 stops,
including a save off the stick of one
of BC's players while the Friars were
on the power play. However, early
in the third period the Eagles gained
possession of the puck behind the
Providence net and played it out front
to a teammate who scored off a onetimer at the 5:00 mark. Another goal
at 16:13 added to BC's lead, 2-0 when
Beaudry was screened in front. The
last goal came on an empty-net goal at
18:54 to secure BC's 13th win in the last
14 games.
Beaudry finished the game with 30
saves, while the Eagles' goalie finished
with 24 stops and a shutout.
"We have to take it to other teams
in order to get into the playoffs. Right
now we are neck and neck with
Amherst and Vermont and they have
a tough schedule still left in their
season, so this is our chance to make
a push and really show the character
of our team," said Derek Army. "The
playoffs are the most important thing
right now, and it is bigger than all of us
so it is a team goal. Once you make the
playoffs anything can happen."
The Friars return to the ice on
Friday, Feb. 18 for an away game at
No. 14 Boston University at 7:00 p.m.
and then again in a home game on
Saturday, Feb. 19, at 7:00 p.m., so come
out and support your Friars!
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Providence Beats
UConn in Student
Fanhood

with Chris Torello

Commentary
Note to the reader: Fanhood is defined
as the infinite knowledge of a person with
regards to any team, any statistics, in any
country. It also includes the size of a team's
fan base. For the purpose of this article,
the term fanhood' will be applied to both
Providence College's student fans and the
University of Connecticut's student fans.
"Did
you just question my
fanhood?" asked a hypothetical UConn
fan. "Yes," I reply. "I also believe that
you and your Husky friends can't hold
a candle to PC fans when it comes to
creativity either, but I will leave that
for another day."
It was tough saying that to my
hypothetical enemy from Storrs,
Conn. I grew up a UConn fan. I loved
watching the Men's and Women's
Basketball Teams combine for seven
national titles from 1995-2004. (Both
teams won in 2004.)
Now ask me about some other
UConn sports teams. I couldn't tell you
anything about them. And neither could
most of the UConn student population.
I take that back. They could probably
tell you about their wonderful football
team. (They put up a tremendous fight
against Oklahoma in this year's Tostitos
Fiesta Bowl. They only lost by 28 points.)

Now let's look at some of the "other"
sports teams at UConn and compare
their student fan support to that of
Providence.
When it comes to Women's Hockey,
the Huskies have only averaged 180
fans in attendance per Hockey East
home game. (I am going out on a limb
here and assuming many of these fans
are parents and close friends.) This
ranks last among Hockey East teams.
For the entire season, the Huskies have
averaged only 250 fans per game; this
ranks second to last next to Boston
College. This is a team that will probably
make the Hockey East Tournament and
has been known for pulling off upsets
in years past. (Just ask last year's Friars
Women's Hockey Team.)
The PC women have seen an increase
in attendance at Schneider Arena—
especially from students—as the season
has gone along. They have received
ample support from the students over
the last few homes games.
I would dive into the UConn Men's
Hockey Team, but our Men's Hockey
Team's record doesn't give me a blade
of validity to skate on.
I could compare other sports on both
campuses, but I am content with making
the following concessions: UConn has
a better fan base in soccer. Lacrosse

Got a Minute?
Alexis Smith T2 catches up with Toni Rauseo ’l l of tire Women’s Track Team.

Toni Rauseo
Senior
Sprints
Women s Track
Kensington, Conn.

Must-See TV: Entourage and House
Best Meal She Can Make: Cream puffs
Mall Guilty Pleasure: Shoes
Late Night Snack: Pop Tarts
Food She Can't Stand: Cilantro
Oddest Thing in Her Wallet: Various
types of tea
Surprising Skills: Changing her car's oil
and completing a Rubik's cube

Trump Sets Sights on MLB
by Nick Aiken '12
Asst. Sports Editor

Commentary
With the New York Mets in dire
straits as they face the consequences
of investing with Bernie Madoff, who
better to bail them out than Queens
native Donald Trump? Trump has stated
that he is interested in buying some or
most of the New York Mets as a way to
help the team's struggling owners who
are recovering from the financial fallout
of Madoff's colossal fraud.
"The Wilpons are friends of mine,
and I really hope it works out great for
them," Trump said, according to The
New York Times. "But if anything doesn't
work out for them, I'd be interested in
the team." The Wilpons have stated
that they are only interested in selling a
minority stake in the franchise as they do
not want to give up controlling interest
of the team. Likely only 25 percent of
the team will be up for sale, which is not
exactly what Trump wanted to hear.
When asked as to why he would
not be interested in only a quarter of
the team, Trump, referring to himself
in the third person, said, "If you look
at Trump's record, he is only interested
in things he can control." But who
knows? It is still a very real possibility
that the Mets ownership will have to
sell a majority stake to save the franchise
because most of the parties interested
in the Mets only want to purchase a
majority stake.

student attendance goes to Providence. I
could not find any recorded attendance
statistics for softball. UConn has a
baseball team while Providence cut
America's pastime in 1999.
It is also important to note that the
two schools differ in athletic teams and
sports, as well as student population.
Now it is time to focus on the impact
the students have at these sporting
events. UConn students have the ability
to bring in more numbers.They can also
get loud. But they just do not match
up to the black and white pride of the
Friar students. A full student section at
the Dunkin' Donuts Center beats the
UConn student section.
Through my years of observation
at all three arenas I have seen a better
collective effort from the Friar students.
This is not to say the UConn students
do not have some individual standouts.
There was really nothing like hearing
a UConn fan yell, "Hey is Jeff Xavier's
brother going to call a timeout for you
guys today?" this past Sunday up at
Gampel Pavilion. But that was about all
they had on the 40 students from PC who
made the trip to the 7:00 p.m. game. The
PC students were louder and willing to
face animosity from all Huskies fans to
show their support for their Friars.
But shouldn't a student fan base with
a team ranked in the top-15 for men's
basketball, and a women's team ranked
second in the nation, be able to have
better representation than Providence?

Apparently this is not possible.
Have no fear: My argument goes
beyond basketball.
This past soccer season, the UConn
men's team was one of the best in the
nation. However, when they came to
Providence, they did not bring many
of their student fans with them. UConn
students left their team defenseless
against the Huxley Hellraisers. These
student fans maneuvered around Big
East rules and found ways to have
artificial noise makers to affect UConn's
focus. They also figured out a way to
plant fans right behind the UConn
bench and tick off Uconn's head coach,
Ray Reid. It was classic.
PC fans are beginning to travel for
multiple sports and are gaining more and
more recognition around the Big East.
I think one of the main reasons for this
could be that UConn students have to go
through lotteries for each home game
in order to watch their basketball teams
play. PC fans do not have this issue.
They have the privilege of being able to
receive season tickets each year for only
$99. They also are on a small campus
and get into many on-campus sporting
events for free. This creates consistency
and a high level of camaraderie.
Whether it is the small school
atmosphere, the accessibility to student
tickets, or the willingness to travel
on their own dime to see a game, PC
students can hang their fanhood over
the students at UConn any day.

Divers Wrap Up Season at
Big East Championships
by Joe Dalli '14
Sports Staff

Swim & Dive
This past weekend marked the official
end of the season for the Men's and
Women's Diving Teams, as they traveled
to the Ralph R. Wright Nataforium for
the 2011 Big East Championships. PC
was represented extremely well on
the men's side by Ben Kardian '13 and
James Cebulski 'll.
Kardian finished in 16th place in
the 1-meter preliminary trials. Even
with his first two dives scoring below
30 points, Kardian rallied to post a
six-dive score of 219.5 thanks to three
outstanding dives, including a back
somersault in pike position with twoand-a-half twists. In the consolation
round, despite another slow start,
Kardian executed difficult dives in the

last three rounds to put himself in the
thick of things. Kardian finished in
eighth place with a total of 229.50, less
than five points behind the seventh
place finisher. Cebulski, in his last
collegiate diving event, finished 20th in
the preliminary dives with an excellent
score of 170.60.
On the women's side, Allie Black '13
and Arnie Fracker '13 both had excellent
diving meets. Black improved eight
spots from last year's championships,
finishing 20th in a field of 34. Four of
Black's six dives scored in the 30s, with
her best dive coming in round one,
a forward double somersault which
earned her a score of 41.40. Fracker
finished with a score of 126.80 to round
out the field.
Black will go on to represent the
women's team at the NCAA Zone
Regional Championships in Annapolis,
Md. on Friday, Mar. 11.

NYDAILYNEWS.COM

If Trump were to purchase the Mets
outright, he would likely face severe
scrutiny from Major League Baseball
since he has ties to the gaming industry.
Nonetheless, Trump would be great
for the Mets and New York sports in
general. He would bring passion to a
franchise that has not been a winner in
far too long and he would re-energize
management, players, and fans of the
team. There are few people who hate
failing more than Donald Trump, and
if he were able to convince the Wilpons
to sell him a majority stake in the club,
he would undoubtedly revive the Mets
and turn around their luck.
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If you have any topics for debate, email PCI
--------------------- cowlsports@gmail.com --------------------Which of the Red Sox's offseason additions has the potential
to make the greatest impact this coming season?
Within the last few years, Carl
My pick is Carl Crawford because
Crawford has emerged as one of of the amazing season he had last year
the best players in professional with the Tampa Bay Rays. Last year
baseball. Crawford, who was the was not a breakout year for Crawford
All-Star Game MVP in 2009, has by any means. In nine seasons with
proven himself to be a fixture on the Rays, Crawford registered 765
the American League All-Star roster runs, 1480 hits, 592 RBIs and 104
and one of the hottest players in the home runs.
league. The left-fielder can truly do
When he was with the Rays,
it all as he combines power, speed, Crawford was always a dominating
a great arm, and a high baseball IQ. force who came through when the
Look for Crawford to help elevate team needed him. At every Rays
the Red Sox to one of the best teams game that I have seen, Crawford
has
been
incredibly
focused,
in baseball this season.
Crawford will undoubtedly make spending all of his time in the dugout
a huge impact for the Red Sox both concentrating on his next move. He is
offensively and defensively.
The also extremely driven; no matter how
four-time all-star posted career he is performing, he always comes
numbers last year as he hit 19 home back in the next game, fighting to be
runs, had 90 RBIs, and boasted a the best on the field.
batting average of .307. He also won
Crawford is undoubtedly one of
the American League Silver Slugger the premier outfielders in the league,
Award and the American League but he is first and foremost an athlete,
Gold Glove at the outfield position.
having played football, basketball,
Crawford also brings a long list and baseball before choosing to play
of intangibles to the Sox such as baseball professionally. He was even
leadership, an intimidating presence offered a scholarship to play football
for opposing pitchers, and a strong in college, but when he was offered a
spot in the MLB, he took that instead.
work ethic.
He also earned the MVP for the
Whenever you add an all-star to
your roster, you bring in a player who 2009 All-Star game with his brilliant
will enhance your roster immediately catch as the ball almost made it past
and dramatically. The Red Sox now the fence in the outfield. Crawford's
catch prevented what surely would
have a trio of outfielders in Crawford,
Mike Cameron, and J.D. Drew who have been a home run.
I have faith that he will perform
combine for one of, if not the best,
outfields in baseball. Crawford was just as well with the Red Sox as he did
a great player in Tampa, and I expect under Madden and the Rays. Even
him to become an even better player though I will be sad to lose him from
in Boston as he is now with one of my favorite team, I have faith that he
the sport's most notable franchises in will perform to his full potential with
a city that lives, breathes, and sleeps a great team like the Sox.
He will be missed, but he will also
Red Sox baseball.
be a great asset to Boston's offense
and defense.
- Nick Aiken '12

- Alexis Smith '12

by John Butler 'll
Sports Editor

Sports Digest
Panthers Top PC by Three. It was
two tough losses this week for the
Women's Basketball Team. Tire Friars
dropped a hard-fought battle to
powerhouse UConn on Saturday, and
then dropped a close one to Pittsburgh
on Tuesday night 60-57. Teya Wright
'll turned in 13 points and nine
rebounds and Mi-Khida Hankins
'11 had 12 points, but their offensive
contributions were not enough for
PC. Providence is now 4-8 in the Big
East with four more conference games
remaining this season.
Flynn's and Ernst's Numbers Are
Up. Providence College will retire
the jerseys of Ray Flynn '63 and the
late Vinnie Ernst '63 before the Men's
Basketball game versus Cincinnati!
on Saturday, Feb. 19. Flynn and Ernst
were members of the 1961 and 1963
NIT championship teams. Flynn was
a talented outside shooter who went
on to become the mayor of Boston, and
Ernst was a scrappy point guard whose
style of play was very similar to that of
our own era's Vincent Council '13.
A Tip of the Cap. A tip of the cap
goes out to the Women's Cross Country
Team which was honored this week for
the harriers' outstanding performances
in academics and athletics by the
U.S. Track and Field Cross Country
Coaches' Association. The recognition
goes to those teams which have a
cumulative grade point average of 3.00
or higher. Charlotte Ffrench O'Carroll
'12 and Sam Roecker '13 were honored
individually. Individual recognition
goes to those who maintain a GPA of
at least 3.25 and who have finished in
the top 10 percent of the regional field.
The
Outdoorsy
Type.
The
Women's Hockey Team came to
play this weekend, and the Friars'
play ensured that they had the kind
of weekend they wanted. PC first

SHEET
beat UConn at home on Saturday
and then came back on Sunday for
another win, this time outdoors at
Rentschler Field in East Hartford,
Conn. The outdoor game was part
of Whaler Hockey Fest, a statewide
celebration of hockey in Connecticut
which is going on right now.
Take Me Out to the Ball Game.
The softball season starts tomorrow
for the Friars, who are participating in
the Florida International Tournament.
Providence will play a total of five
games in three days in Miami, Fla.
this weekend. Three more weekend
tournaments will follow before
Providence's home opener against
Bryant on Wednesday, Mar. 23 at
Raymond Field.
This Week's On-Campus Game
to Catch. Schneider Arena has a
hockey doubleheader on its hands
this weekend with the men and
women playing two home games on
Saturday, Feb. 19. First, the Women's
Team squares off against Vermont at
1:00 p.m. The Men's Team then takes
to the ice for a 7:00 p.m. duel with
No. 15 Boston University. The Friars
lost a 2-1 game against the Terriers
way back in October, up the road in
Boston. They will look to avenge that
loss in what will surely be a great cap
to an outstanding day of hockey at
Schneider Arena.
This Week's Off-Campus Game
to Read About. You've heard about
how nasty the Indoor Track Team is,
after a number of exhibition meets
and then some impressive breakout
performances la st week at the Valen tine
Invitational. But this weekend, at the
Big East Championships, the Friars
intend to compete at the next level.
Providence will square off against a
talented field of competitors and will
look to do some damage in all areas of
the meet: from the sprints to the field
events to the long-distance events. The
Championships are held in Akron,
Ohio, so being there is difficult, but
reading about them is not. Be sure to
get the inside scoop.

Greany's Second Place Finish Paces Friars at Valentine's Meet
by Sean Bailey '14
Sports Staff

Indoor Track
The Men's and Women's Indoor
Track Teams competed at the Boston
University Valentine Invitational this
past Friday and Saturday, and their
performances met some rave reviews.
The runners dominated the day for
the Friars, both on the men's and the
women's sides. Also, there were some
more last minute qualifications for
the Big East Championships, which
will be held next week. The meet
featured many more teams from the
Northeast, including Syracuse, BU,
and Dartmouth amongst others.
"All
around,
besides
Julian
[Matthews '12], we had people running
PR's [personal records]," said Head
Coach Ray Treacy. "Brian Stannard'11
and Nik Andrews '14 both qualified
for the Big East meet in the 400. That's
nice to have athletes qualifying. Their
big goal at the beginning of the season
is qualifying for the Big East meet."
For the women, Shelby Greany
'13 had another stellar showing,
placing second in the 3,000-meter
race, punching in at 9:14.06, which
was just 1.06 seconds off the NCAA
qualifying standard. The run perched
her in seventh place nationally for
the 3,000-meter race, which the

NCAA also looks at when selecting
runners to compete at the national
meet. Greany's awards did not stop
there, as she was named Big East
Women's Track Athlete of the Week.
"Shelby is seventh in the country
with her time in the 3,000," said
Treacy. "She entered the weekend
second nationally in the 5,000 and
came out of the weekend, with all of
the meets around the country, 15th. A
lot of things happened in the 5,000 this
weekend, so we're going to have to
go again if Shelby is going to run the
5,000 at NCAA's. We're going to have
to run another fast one. She's running
the 5,000 this weekend at the Big East
meet, but that's a championship meet
so I expect it to be tactical, which
means it will be slow."
Also for the women, Mary Kate
Champagne '12 had a very strong
showing, qualifying for 'the Big
East Championships with a time
of 9:52.32, beating the standard
qualifying mark by eight seconds.
Charlotte French O'Carroll '12
nabbed seventh in the mile run,
setting a personal record by over 10
seconds with a time of 4:47.48. Also,
Christina Lavigne '13 finished the
200-meter in 26.42, and also excelled
in the triple jump, finishing in eighth
with a leap of 11.27 meters.
The
long
distance
runners
displayed their normal dominance

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Shelby Greany ’13 took second place in the
3000-meter race at Boston University on Sunday.

on the men's side, led by Matthews. He
completed the mile in 3:58.57, qualifying
for the NCAAs in the process. The time
was also good enough for fourth place
in the meet.
"His training had been going very
well. He had a very good outing at
the Terrier meet two weeks before that
where he won the 1,000, and it was just a
matter of him making that breakthrough
in the mile," said Treacy. "Up to this
point, he hadn't run very fast in the mile

indoors so it was just a psychological
thing. I knew he was in shape to do it,
it was a matter of getting himself into
the right type of race, which he did and
got himself involved in the race. I think
there's a little bit more there even. This
will give him the confidence to run
faster in the future."
Dominic Channon '12 also did
well, swiping third place in the
3,000-meter race with a time of 8:08.08.
Again, this time served well enough
to qualify Channon for the Big East
Championships next week. Johnathan
Hopkins '14 finished right behind
Channon, clocking in at 8:26.45, and
Nik Rebovich '13 also had a good
performance
in
the
800-meters,
stopping the clock at 1:55.44, just twotenths of a second off the Big East
qualifying time.
"On the men's side, we are in
pretty good shape," said Treacy.
"A lot of people are running well.
With David McCarthy '11, Julian
Matthews, and Dom Channon, we'll
have good relay teams."
Next up for the Friars is the Big East
Championships held in Akron, Ohio.
The meet will be on Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 19 and 20.
"Things are going well this indoor
season, we have had no real big issues
or injuries," said Treacy. "We just need
some fine tuning going in. Our main
contenders need to be focused."
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Friars Sweep Huskies in Stellar Weekend
PC Earns an Overtime Win at Home on Saturday, and Gets the Sweep with an Outdoor Win
by Al Daniel 'll
Sports Staff

Women’s Hockey
When Jen Friedman '12, a product
of southern California with negligible
outdoor skating experience, was asked
about the thrill of scoring the first goal
in the Women's Hockey Team's visit to
Rentschler Field last Sunday, she onetimed the spotlight away from herself
as nimbly as she does a teammate's
pass to the point.
"It was nice because it helped to get
the team off to a good start," she said.
"And that's what we always try to do."
Leading up to Sunday, the critical
combination of an ambitious start and
an assertive finish had eluded the Friars
for nearly a month. During an iffy lull
that saw them go 3-4-0, they had not
once struck first and held on to win.
But this time, Providence subsisted
on Friedman's goal through the first
intermission, augmented the lead to
2-0 early in the second, and ultimately
paced itself to a 4-3 win, completing a
weekend sweep of Connecticut.
The day after the victory, in which
the Friars scored more than three
goals in a game for the first time since
December, Head Coach Bob Deraney
said he reviewed the video and was
convinced his skaters have replenished
their outlook.
"It's a sign of us getting healthy
and creating some continuity in our
lineup," he said. "It's just another sign
of things to come. I don't just think
that, I know that."
After coming from behind to claim
a 2-1 overtime decision at Schneider
Arena on Saturday, thereby snapping a
season-worst three-game losing streak,
PC would not retract at Rentschler. In

STEVE SLADE

Jen Friedman ’12 scored Providence’s first goal against the Huskies at Rentschler Field on Sunday,
Feb. 13. The Friars went on to win 4-3.

Sunday's opening frame, the Friars
tallied 16 attempted shots compared
to the Huskies' four. They led, 8-2, in
shots on goal, and all four of UConn's
bids were on power plays, meaning
they were allotted no early looks
during even strength action.
"We definitely controlled the play,"
said Friedman. "I think a lot of it had to
do with our D-zone coverage. We really
stepped it up, didn't allow them to take
a lot of quality shots, and we were able
to create offense out of our defense."

That copious Friar offense took a little
more time to start breaching the surface.
But when it did at the 2:26 mark of the
second period, Ashley Cottrell '12 had
given the Friars their first 2-0 lead since a
Jan. 14 visit to New Hampshire.
The Huskies finally perked up
afterward and the contesting strike
forces traded flurries in each other's
zones for the rest of the stanza. Although
UConn did pull even courtesy of Maude
Blain and Jenny Saxon, the Friars
responded with 10 unanswered shot

attempts within the final five minutes
before intermission.
Of those 10 tries, Laura Veharanta
'12 put four on the net and two in the
net, restoring the two-goal edge to 4-2
by the 17:39 mark.
"I definitely think we had more
momentum and more incentive,"
said Kate Bacon '12, who charged up.
three assists on the day. "We were
finally putting the puck away, we
were capitalizing on our opportunities
where we hadn't before. One important
thing we talked about after the first
period was that we needed to keep our
momentum up. We can't let ourselves
down like we usually do. And I think
we were definitely able to keep playing
hard after scoring the first goal."
Save for Kelly Horan's power
play conversion at 4:44 of the third,
the salivating Huskies couldn't bite
back. And UConn's second comeback
charge of the day sputtered with 20
seconds remaining and goaltender
Alexandra Garcia pulled in favor of
an extra skater.
PC's defense kept the opposing sixpack attack from pestering backstop
Genevieve Lacasse '12 so proficiently
that the Huskies ultimately resorted to
an overly caffeinated crash on the net.
That desperate maneuver cost them a
charging penalty to Rebecca Hewett
and a bench minor for protesting
Hewett's sentence.
The Friars were thus left to play 5-on3 for the final 20 ticks, easily polishing
off a refreshing sweep of their threegame regular season series with UConn.
"That's something we had failed to
do previously in (the Maine and New
Hampshire) series where we had a 2-0
lead and just couldn't close the deal,"
Deraney noted. "It's another sign of
the growth for this team."

No. 2/2 UConn Overpowers Providence Beaudry's 42
Saves Net
Tie for PC
by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff

Women’s Basketball

Friartown was in for a treat this past
Saturday, as the Women's Basketball
Team played host to arguably the
best women's college basketball team
to ever set foot on the hardwood.
The Connecticut Huskies came in to
the game with a 23-1 overall record
and an unblemished 12-0 mark in
conference play. The Friars entered the
game without Lauren "Lady" Okafor
'14, due to a concussion she suffered
against Villanova this past Wednesday.
Right from the tip, the Huskies
showed why they have won the past
two national championships and
have only lost once in nearly 100
games. The Friars were unable to get
back on defense during the first few
possessions, which led to run outs and
easy transition points for the Huskies
and their leader, Maya Moore.
"We did not have good transition
defense in the first half," said Coach
Seymore. "I told the girls they are
entertainers, and they needed to put
on a better show."
The Friars were down early in this
one, as they trailed 22-6 going into the
first media timeout. The Friars were
only 3-12 from the field at this point
and were unable to get any good looks.
All their shots seemed contested and
they were forced to play just how the
Huskies wanted them to: fast and out
of control.

by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Men’s Hockey

the ball and finding the open person is
something we needed to improve on in
the second half."
On defense, the Huskies were
playing the Friars very tight, and
made them force bad shots and silly
turnovers. Without Okafor on the
boards, the Friars seemed outmatched
and found themselves down 41-12 at
the half.

The Men's Hockey Team tied the
University of Massachusetts 3-3 in
overtime last Saturday night in a
Hockey East game played at the
Mullins Center in Amherst, Mass. The
Friars now move to 7-14-7 overall and
3-12-6 in the league. This game takes
the Minutemen to 6-16-5 overall and
5-11-5 in the conference.
"Seventh and eighth places are
very attainable," said Coach Army of
the Friars' postseason chances. "We
just need to play well."
It was a close game, as the Friars
nearly took the lead at 9:55 of the first
period on a power play when Steven
Shamanski '14 fired a wrist shot from
the point that was re-directed by Co
Captain Ian O'Connor '11 and off the
right post.
The first goal came from the
Minutemen which was scored at 16:14,
when one of their players collected a
rebound in the slot and lifted a wrist
shot past goalie Alex Beaudry '12. In
finishing the first period, Beaudry
made it out with 16 saves including
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TED PHILLIPS ’12/THE COWL

Providence battled Connecticut before a capacity crowd at the Mullaney Gymnasium on Saturday,
Feb. 12. The Friars played a great second half and put up 26 points to the Huskies’ 27.

The Friars were unable to do much
on the defensive end, as they seemed
lost on pick and rolls, and could
not locate the open player. A lack of
defense killed them in the first half.
The Friars did get a spark off the
bench from Alicia Cropper '14, as she
seemed to create her own shots and
was able to knock them down over a
smaller defender.
"We needed to do a better job of
passing," said Seymore- "Demanding

